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Giving Thanks
My three-year-old daughter is at the stage where
she is asking “why” just about all the time. “Why do
I have to eat that?” “Why can't I play with that toy?”
“Why do I have to go to bed now?” "But why,
daddy, why?" It's enough to make her mom and
me want to blow a gasket. Ironically, gaskets are
ideally made with some degree of yielding so as to
better form to the tight seal that it's designed for.
Perhaps this might be a lesson for me; that no
matter the amount of pressure that consumes me
from either my sweet little three-year-old or one of
our other wiseacre kids, being a little more resilient
can mold me to be a better parent.
What pressures are you experiencing in your life? I
can't imagine the deep struggles you or another
loved one is facing. But we give thanks to God that
He comes alongside us in all of life's
circumstances. The apostle Paul showed us how
to draw close to God when times are at their
lowest. That’s why I’m looking forward to Rev. Jim
Elsner’s upcoming Moments of Comfort messages
based on Colossians 1:4-14. Here, we hear in
God’s Word about giving thanks in all
circumstances and being filled with the knowledge
and wisdom that comes from the Holy Spirit.
On the back of the Broadcaster, you will find
several Thanks and Praises that have recently
come across my desk. This reminds me of the
passage in Colossians 1:3, "We always thank
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

when we pray for you." I love this verse, and it fills
my heart with joy and adoration that people hold
this ministry in prayer. Know how important you
are to Worship Anew through your prayers,
through your support, through sharing the love of
Christ to those around you.
We've accomplished so much in 2019, and there
is still a way to go. Our viewership is at an all-time
high, but there are still so many who have not or
cannot come in contact with the vital Word of God
as shared through Worship Anew. Your gift today
will allow for even more to hear the true message
of the Gospel.
There is much worse taking place in our world
than exchanging wits with a three-year-old child.
But no matter how much of a struggle your daily
life may be, know that we are “being strengthened
with all power, according to his glorious might,
for all endurance and patience with joy; giving
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of the saints in
light. He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 1:11-14).

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

Kelli and I would like to give special thanks to the Lutheran
Women's Missionary League for allowing us to join them for
their 2019 national convention in Mobile, Alabama. We are
so grateful to the LWML groups throughout the country who
support the sharing of Christ's love through Worship Anew.

Is the Pressure On?
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.
Colossians

1:13

How do you handle pressure?
There are two ways. One way is shown by a bathysphere. That’s a type of miniature submarine used
to explore the ocean in places so deep that the water pressure would crush a conventional submarine
like an aluminum can. Bathyspheres compensate with plate steel several inches thick. That keeps the
water out but also makes them heavy and hard to maneuver. Inside they’re cramped.
When these crafts descend to the ocean floor, however, they find they're not alone. When their lights
are turned on, and you look through the tiny, thick plate glass windows, what do you see? Fish! These
fish cope with extreme pressure in an entirely different way. They don't build thick skins: they remain
supple and free. They compensate for the outside pressure through equal and opposite pressure
inside themselves.
How do you handle pressure? A lot of us try to be tough and hard and thick-skinned. But God designs
us to function differently. He designs believers in Christ to be filled with His power to handle the
pressure coming from outside ourselves. We encounter situations and conditions for which choices
and decisions have to be made. For which the way forward is foggy and uncertain. For which a variety
of options are possible – reasonable – acceptable. Which is correct?
To navigate life, those in Christ have been blessed with the Word of God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
and the presence of the Holy Spirit. This is the power of God within us. It provides us the spiritual
insights and discernment we need to endure and persevere through the pressures and challenges of
this life. And, it provides us with the comfort of Christ – His presence, peace, and hope.
Please join me this month for Moments of Comfort when the focus will be on Colossians 1:4-14. St.
Paul describes how God has filled believers in Christ with His power to handle the pressures coming at
us from our world. As you tune in, also set aside a few minutes in August to read through Colossians.
It's good for keeping Christ at the center of your life!
Rev. James Elsner served as pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Hudson,
Indiana from 2002 until his recent retirement in 2018. He has been involved with this
ministry since 2008.
Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of Worship Anew which speaks to
the sufferings we face in this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Worship Anew in August
August 4, 2019 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 100; Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:24-26; Luke 12:13-21
“What’s In Your Wallet?” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:13-21 - Rev. James Elsner
"What's in your wallet?" goes the TV commercial asking about how you manage your
wealth. Jesus had something important to say about that. He cautions about a
condition in human hearts – yes, even yours!
August 11, 2019 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-16; Luke 12:22-40
“Anxious Hearts” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:34 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” If your stuff is what you
treasure, your heart will be devoted to these things and become your gods. Thus, our
Lord graciously directs us away from our idols to Himself. For He alone is reliable and
can deliver us from anxiety and fear.
August 18, 2019 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 119:81-88; Luke 12:49-53
“A Special Baptism” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:49-53 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
At Christmas, the angels proclaimed, "Peace on earth!" In our Gospel, Jesus
proclaims, "Fire!" "Division!" What happened to Jesus that He would tell us He has
not come to give peace but division?
August 25, 2019 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 50:1-15; Hebrews 12:4-24; Luke 13:22-30
“Where Are You Standing?” - Sermon Text: Hebrews 12:4-24 - Rev. Bill Mueller
The reading in Hebrews 12 is always a challenging section of God's Word. Who
enjoys struggles? Who even wants to hear that God allows various things in our life
to "discipline" us? We thought God was loving! Take a closer look at where we are
standing and rejoice in God's even greater love and mercy!
Year 2019 | Series C

Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.

For broadcast time, check local listings for
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.
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Cross Blessing
On Saturday, June 15, friends of Worship Anew
gathered for the blessing of a new cross in front
of the media center. The cross blessing was
carried out in the Wolf Chapel, where Worship
Anew is recorded and sent to televisions
throughout the world.
Matthew Leighty, Executive Director of Worship
Anew, opened the program by welcoming
everyone in attendance. Paul Wolf shared a
message about the importance of the cross to
direct everyone to the mission of Worship Anew.
Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, President of Concordia
Theological Seminary, carried out the cross
blessing. The hymns “Lift High the Cross” and
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
were sung at the beginning and end of the
program respectively.
Following the cross blessing, people were able
to take part in an ice cream social. Matthew
Leighty shared gratitude on behalf of Worship
Anew. “We will always be grateful to Paul Wolf
and family, whose support made the cross a
reality and whose generosity will further the work
of sharing Christ’s love through this ministry for
generations to come.” To see a video of the
cross go to www.WorshipAnew.org/cross.

Elsie Rossman Memorial Golf Outing to support
Worship Anew on Fort Wayne’s NBC & MyTV stations
Mark your calendars to join friends of Worship Anew
for the 2019 Elsie Rossman Memorial Golf Outing!

Friday, September 20, 2019
Autumn Ridge Golf Club
Fort Wayne, Indiana
11:30 - Registration; 12:00 - Lunch; 1:00 - Shotgun Start
Register at www.WorshipAnew.org/Golf
Questions? Call Cheryl Gilliom at (260) 471-5683

Thanks and Praises!

Worship Anew is grateful for the many letters we receive. We love hearing from
viewers about how Worship Anew is reaching them with God's Word.
Thank you for bringing our church service to us at home when we no longer can attend ours due to
old age and disabilities. We enjoy all the ministers and wonderful choirs. Roseburg, Oregon
The choir Sunday was the best I've ever heard on Worship Anew. Pastor's sermon was good. Easy
to understand and listen to. Valparaiso, Indiana
Please send me 3 copies (DVD) of your sermon on May 19. It was excellent and I listen to your
service on TCT on Sundays. Thank you very much for offering this to us. I am 90 years old, and it is
hard for me to go out for a service. Harrisonburg, Virginia
We watch on our computer on Sunday morning. It is our worship service, and we are thankful for the
Word preached and the music sung, especially the children's choirs. It is all good. Norwalk, Ohio
As a resident in my senior living residence, who had to give up my car, I was delighted when a friend
here told me about your 8 a.m. Sunday program on TV. Since then, I have tried to to pass along that
same info to whoever I find who seemed interested. They were! Romeoville, Illinois
Thank you!! One of our ladies in our congregation is a shut-in for years now and came to our society
to have us send a donation because she and her husband have been blessed by your ministry.
Homer, Alaska

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as our thanks for your support.
For your donation of $15 or more, we would like to
send you a much-loved devotional with daily
reflections on God's Word. Be sure to check the box
on the enclosed response form showing your interest
in receiving Hope-Full Living.

Thank You!
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