
WorshipAnew.org

BROADCASTERBROADCASTER
September 2021

WorshipAnew.org

What a Friend We Have in  

WORSHIP ANEW
PROGRAM SCHEDULE

A SNEAK PEEK 
INTO HOPE-FULL LIVING

Jesus

MOMENTS OF COMFORT CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER



Have you prayed in the past week? Of course, I
hope the answer is yes. The Barna Group, a
Christian polling firm, shared a new study this
past summer of the top praying cities in the
United States based on individuals who said
they prayed on at least a weekly basis. The
most prevalent praying cities in America were
located in the southern United States. I was
surprised to find Fort Wayne, Indiana, where
Worship Anew is head-quartered, to arrive on
the list at number nine (9) at 87%. The sad
news, however, is that the number of people
praying in the United States is going down.
This is concerning since we know that God
wants us to go to Him regularly in prayer.
Through prayer, we are able to praise God,
seek His provision for our lives, and find peace
and comfort.  
 

I have been blessed to know a number of
“prayer warriors” who take seriously the Lord’s
appeal that we earnestly and regularly go to
Him in prayer. Joseph Scriven was a prayer
warrior who led a very penitential life in
Canada back in the 19th century. He devoted
his time to helping the needy and showing
them the love of Christ. In fact, he may not
have been known by many outside his
immediate community if not for a great hymn
that he authored, “What a Friend We Have in
Jesus.” 

Joseph experienced tremendous suffering in his
own life. He lived with physical and mental
health challenges. He fell in love twice and
both times the women died shortly before they
were to marry. 

It was with the purpose of bringing his ailing
mother comfort, back home in Ireland, that he
wrote the words that Christians throughout the
world now sing. 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Ev'rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
Oh, what needless pain we bear– 
All because we do not carry 
Ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged– 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness– 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Like Joseph Scriven back in those days,
Worship Anew frequently comes alongside
people who are experiencing illness, loneliness,
and despair to encourage and share about the
love of Christ. How fitting that this beloved
hymn opens every week’s program of Worship
Anew. May the gift of prayer, that our Lord has
given us, be your peace, refuge, and strength. 

In His arms He'll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. (last lines of v. 3)

          hat a Friend
We Have in Jesus

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

Citation to The Barna Group article: 
 https://www.barna.com/research/weekly-prayer-bible-reading/ 
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Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

9/1/21 Change of Perspective 2 Corinthians 5:17

9/8/21 Time for a Change Isaiah 43:19

Change is God's Plan Jeremiah 29:11

9/22/21 Waiting for Change 2 Peter 2:9

9/29/21 Change is Glorious Romans 12:1-2

Moments of ComfortMoments of Comfort

The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17

"There are two young fish swimming along who
happen to meet an older fish. The older fish nods
at them and says: 

'Morning boys, how's the water?'  
 The two young fish swim on for bit and then
eventually one of them looks over at the other
and asks:  
 

'What's water?'"  

Time for a ChangeTime for a Change

David Foster Wallace told this story in a
commencement speech titled "This is Water."
What do you think about this story? Do you ever
feel like you could use a change of perspective?
Have you ever looked around at your life and
suddenly thought, "What is going on around me?"
"What kind of world am I living in?" "How am I to
see myself in this story?" 
 

Sometimes, what we need precisely, is a change
of perspective. Apostle Paul says it this way in 2
Corinthians 5:17. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.

Our Moments of Comfort videos in September
will help you sort through change in this world
and in your life. As you feel the world shifting
around you, never forget who you are. You are a
new creation in Christ! You are a child of God! 

9/15/21



On an airplane, parents are advised to put on
their own oxygen masks before helping out their
children with their masks. This makes perfect
sense. Yet, caregivers often forget, or feel they
don't have time, to take care of themselves. As
caregivers pour out their lives for those they care
for, they in turn need to be refreshed and refilled. 

Caregivers need tools to assess their level of
stress. Those of us who know caregivers need
tools to be able to recognize signs of burnout.
When we find ourselves under a burden too big
for us to bear on our own, it's hard to know
where to look for help. 

The Lutheran Foundation of Ft. Wayne, Indiana
has created the Look Up Indiana website as a
helpful resource for you and your family. This
website has great information for caregivers,
including faith-based resources on mental well-
being.

Here are a few of the resources among the many
you will find on the Look Up Indiana website:

Care for the Caregiver: 
A Guide During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

https://lookupindiana.org/resources/care-for-
the-caregiver

 

This resource by the Trauma Healing Institute
was created for caregivers during the COVID-19
pandemic, but it can be used by caregivers
anytime as they try to recognize sources of stress
in their daily lives and discover various ways to
release this stress in healthy ways. It contains a
handy self-assessment tool called “How Stressed
Are You?” It also contains stories, Scripture
passages for reflection, activities, and discussion
questions to help caregivers care for themselves.

Recognizing and Preventing Burnout in
Yourself

 

https://lookupindiana.org/resources/recognizing-
and-preventing-burnout-in-yourself

 

Caregivers are prone to burnout. It's difficult to
recognize the signs of burnout in ourselves
without some help. This tip sheet, created by the
Humanitarian Disaster Institute, provides general 

information about burnout, ways you may be at
risk for burnout, signs you may be experiencing
burnout (including spiritual signs), and what to
do if you are experiencing burnout.

 
Preventing COVID-19 Compassion
Fatigue & Burnout

https://lookupindiana.org/resources/preventing-
covid-19-compassion-fatigue-burnout

God calls us to have compassion for others. If we
only care for others and neglect caring for
ourselves, this can lead to what some have
termed "compassion fatigue". This resource is a
free video series that presents faith-based and
research based approaches to build resilience. 
 Each video is a short 5-8 minutes and offer a
good mix of research, helpful tips, and tools for
continued growth. 

Additional Caregiver Supports
Family Caregiver Alliance

https://www.caregiver.org

For more than 40 years, FCA has provided
services to family caregivers. The site has articles
on self-care and also can customize a plan for
finding caregiver resources in your local
community. 

Aging and In-Home Services of
Northeast Indiana

https://agingihs.org

This non-profit, based out of Fort Wayne, IN,
offers a variety of services to support caregivers.
Their Family Caregiver Center offers support
groups, consultations with resource specialists,
and  assistance with Advanced Care Planning.
Their goal is to improve the ability to navigate
complex health systems in order to decrease
caregiver stress and increase their ability to care
for their loved one in the community.

Your Church Cares

Don't forget about reaching out to your local
church for help. Many churches have staffed or
volunteer ministries dedicated to caring for those
who are burdened. Even small congregations can
do something simple to make a difference such as
caring for a loved one for an afternoon or
dropping off a meal. The church is called the
body of Christ because it's called to do His work,
to be His hands and feet to those He loves (you!).

If you don't have a church home, we at Worship
Anew would love to connect you with a caring
pastor in your area. Just call us at 1-888-286-
8002. 

      

The Lutheran Foundation supports Lutheran and
community organizations to advance Gospel
sharing and promote mental wellness that
silences the stigma of mental illness. Through
awards, grants, education and resources, we are
contributing toward renewed hope and healing. 

To learn more, go to
https://TheLutheranFoundation.org. 

https://lookupindiana.org/resources/care-for-the-caregiver
https://lookupindiana.org/resources/recognizing-and-preventing-burnout-in-yourself
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September 5, 2021 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:4-7a; Mark 7:31-37
“All Things Well” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:31-37
Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

Isaiah foretold of the Messiah who would perform many miraculous signs and
wonders. Those signs and wonders were performed by Jesus. These actions
clearly identify Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the world. 

How well prepared are we to handle the moments of crisis in faith? What are we
going to do when prayers aren’t answered? What are we going to do when we
realize there is a depth requirement to our faith, and we appear to be coming up
rather shallow? There is good news for us in this account of an exasperated
Father and an ever-compassionate Savior!
 

What animates your life – fear or faith? Jesus’ disciples attempt to overcome their
fear by seeking temporal greatness. Jesus shows them a better way, His way, a
way that leads to a life that never ends.

September 19, 2021 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Psalm 54; James 3:13-4:10; Mark 9:30-37
“Driven by Fear or Faith?” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:35-37
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

Worship AnewWorship Anew in September in September
Year 2021  |  Series B

 

September 12, 2021 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 116:1-9; Isaiah 50:4-10; Mark 9:14-29
“I Believe…Help!” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:14-29 - 
Rev. William Mueller

Do you sometimes think that your praying is useless? Wrong! The prayer of a
believer is powerful. God always hears and answers that prayer, and in the best
possible way.

September 26, 2021 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 104:27-34; James 5:13-18; Mark 9:42-50
“Powerful Prayer” - Sermon Text: James 5:13-18
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier



A Look Inside
HOPE-FULL

                                              
to subscribe today!

HopeFullLiving.org
Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love

or call 1-800-779-0846

LIVING



One of the most fulfilling parts of our jobs as CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS is guiding people on their
financial journey towards the retirement of their dreams. This also allows us to help people maximize their
giving strategy both now and in the future. Some giving strategies to consider throughout retirement
planning:
 

Qualified Charitable Distributions/Required Minimum Distributions – At age 70.5, funds can be
given directly from a tax-deferred IRA to any 501c3 through a QCD. Instead of giving money from the
checkbook that has already been taxed, you can give money that has never been taxed. At age 72
donating un-needed RMD funds from the same IRA can also be a great strategy.

 
Appreciated Stock/Mutual Fund/ETF/Real Estate – Appreciated assets can be gifted without long-
term gains being realized. You get to deduct the full amount up to 30% of your adjusted gross income.
The appreciated asset can be sent directly to the 501c3 or into an account like a Donor Advised Fund.
Unused deductions can be carried over to future years.
 
Tax Advantages – When it comes to estate planning, gifting IRA’s to charity or Donor Advised Funds
avoids all tax, both for the estate and charity. However, they would be taxable to a tax-paying
beneficiary. Gifting life insurance, ROTH IRA’s, and other nonqualified assets are tax-free to a tax-paying
beneficiary. Most people appreciate leaving their estate to family and charity in a tax efficient way.

 
We encourage you to reach out to a trusted advisor or CFP® to see how some of these strategies might play
into your financial plan.
 

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!

 WorshipAnew.orgLearn more and view all programs at

Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media

Copyright © 2021 Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible.

 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

 

 
Because the ministry sends mail at the nonprofit rate, seasonal mail is not forwarded. Therefore we ask that you please notify 
the ministry if you have a seasonal address in order to ensure important ministry news and information arrives at your home.

 

5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Phone (260) 471-5683  |  Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002

Maximize Your Giving

Davon Bultemeier, CFP®, FIC
President, Wealth Advisor

Davon@passage-wealth.com

Austin Thoms, CFP®
Wealth Advisor
austin@passage-wealth.com
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