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When God Gives You More 
Than You Can Handle

Moments of Comfort Don't Be Afraid of Finances



While attending a pastor’s conference in southern
Indiana, there was a seminary professor leading
the curriculum for the week. I had been struggling
to identify the source of a quote that I found on the
internet, which was attributed to Martin Luther.
When I asked the professor if he knew anything
about it, he chuckled and said that most quotes
found online were likely never actually said by
Martin Luther. That reminded me of another
famous quote, “Don’t believe everything you read
on the internet just because there’s a picture with
a quote next to it.” – Abraham Lincoln. The irony is
that Abraham Lincoln clearly never knew the
internet (or television for that matter) clear back in
the mid 19th century.

Thankfully, there is much we do know about
Martin Luther and his revolutionary ministry in the
16th century. Although the Protestant Reformation
is usually known to have begun by Martin Luther
in 1517 (and his unveiling of the 95 Theses), it
was exactly 500 years ago from this year, in 1521,
at the Diet of Worms that Luther boldly faced the
Holy Roman Empire and, when demanded to
recant his views, Luther stated the following,

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust
either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is
well known that they have often erred and
contradicted themselves), I am bound by the
Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not
retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to
go against conscience. I can do no other. Here I
stand. May God help me. Amen.”

What We Know

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God

Ephesians 2:8
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Martin Luther was a marvelous theologian, author,
and seminal figure who ignited the Protestant
Reformation and changed the world. Thanks to
the recent invention of the printing press around
1436, Luther’s writings (especially his translation
of the Bible) were able to be spread far and wide.

As a media ministry focused on taking the Gospel
into all parts of the world through text, television,
and other means, Worship Anew has carried on
Martin Luther’s personal mission summarized in
three phrases: Grace alone, Faith alone, Scripture
alone.

Please join us for a special Reformation service
on October 31. Through the hearing and learning
of the Bible through Worship Anew, it is my prayer
that you too may be encouraged as we journey
throughout this life knowing that it is by God’s
grace, through faith, that we are saved. May God
help us all!
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Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

OCTOBER MOMENTS OF COMFORT

10/6/21 Father of Mercies 2 Corinthians 1:3

10/13/21 Comfort in Affliction 2 Corinthians 1:4

Abundant Comfort 2 Corinthians 1:5

10/27/21 Sharing Comfort 2 Corinthians 1:6

Moments of ComfortMoments of Comfort
Ransom E. Olds. You may not have heard that
name. Ransom is considered the Father of the
Assembly line. Henry Ford is often credited with
this honor, but we may more accurately call him
the father of automotive mass production. What
would you want to be considered the "father" of?
What would you want to be known for?   

Like it or not, if you have been known by anyone,
you've been known for something. Maybe you
were the life of the party, or the bookworm, or
the jock. We all have some identity in the eyes of
others. How do you see God? What is He known
for? Who is God to you?  

In 2 Corinthians 1:3, God gives us a glimpse of
who He is: 
  

     Blessed be the God and Father of our 
     Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
     and God of all comfort. 

Our God of ComfortOur God of Comfort
We have a Father of mercies! 
We have a God of all comfort!

Our October Moments of Comfort theme is all
about comfort:                        .         . We will
guide you through 1 Corinthians 1:3-6, which
happens to use the word comfort 10 times. We'll
explore how God comforts His people and how
we can comfort others. 

We'll also address the stress that can come from
caregiving. It's difficult for a comforter (person,
not bed covering) to ask for comfort. Know that
our God offers comfort. We have comfort in
knowing that our sins, our failings, our inability
to trust others for comfort, these are all forgiven. 

Our prayer is that this passage and this series will
bless you, reminding you that you have comfort
in our Savior Jesus Christ who walks with us,
suffers with us, and points us to the resurrection.

10/20/21

Our God of Comfort



No temptation has overtaken you such as is common to
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able” 
(1 Corinthians 10:13a)

There are many cases in this modern world where
the Bible gets taken out of context or is misquoted by
those who may not have a great understanding of
what’s inside. One interpretation that I hear a lot
comes from 1 Corinthians 10. It is often stated that,
“God will never allow you to have more trouble than
you can handle.” From my own life’s experience, I
can tell you that this is not true.

Background
In order for you to understand what I mean, I need
to give you a little history. I graduated in 1980 from
Concordia University Nebraska, Seward, Neb. and
took my first call to St. John Lutheran School in
Rochester, Mich. Having grown up in Nebraska, I had
told the placement office that I was willing to go just
about anywhere except Detroit. Funny how God
works. During my first year there I was reacquainted
with a classmate of mine, Miss Marian Koch, who
had come to visit her sister who was on staff. Long
story short, by the summer of 1982 we were married.

Two years later, we were expecting our first child
and we made plans for my wife to be a stay-at-home
mom. What we didn’t know was that the church was
going to go through some restructuring that year and
I would be going from a 12-month to a 10-month
staff member. We ended up with a 60% pay cut and
a baby that next year.

By 1988, we were expecting our second child and
rapidly outgrowing the small apartment we lived in.
We had looked at a house the year before and, even
though it was perfect for us, there was no way we
could afford it. Now, a year later, would it still be
there? It was, and we were able to move in almost
right away with help from our congregation and
Church Extension Fund of the Michigan District,
LCMS.

Troubles Begin
Three years later, our third child, a daughter, came
along. After her birth, my wife began to experience
facial pain that, over many years, grew to levels that
were almost debilitating. For the next 20+ years we
would search the country and even the world for an
answer and some sort of treatment.

The kids grew like a weed and the three of them
became inseparable. The summer our youngest
turned four, all three of them came down with a
virus. The two oldest recovered after a few days, but
Bethany was never quite herself. My wife took her to
the doctor and we were told it was just the virus
hanging on a little longer. After a week she was still
not better and so we went back. The doctor still felt it
was a virus but, to ease my wife’s concern, he said he
would draw blood.

The next day my wife called the school and told them
to send me home immediately. When I got there and
saw her face, I knew something was terribly wrong. I
can still remember feeling like I was kicked by a
horse when she told me the doctor had called and
said, “Your daughter has leukemia and you need to
take her to Children’s Hospital right now. I have
called ahead; they will be waiting for you.” Thus
began a five-year treatment protocol that included
spinal taps, blood draws, chemotherapy, and
weekends spent in the hospital. All at a time when
my wife was getting treatment of her own in Florida
for weeks at a time. Too much to handle? Yes, I was
way past that point.



How We Got Through It 
But I tell you this story not because I want you to
feel sorry for me, or even think, “I’m glad I’m not
that guy.” Even though I can’t honestly say I
would want to go back through it all again, I
would not trade this experience for anything. I
can’t say enough about the very special people
who are out there every day working with sick
kids and adults; nurses and doctors who shared
their talent and, in many cases, their faith with us.

But the biggest impact upon my life came from
the students, parents, teachers and members of
our church who rallied around us, prayed for us,
brought lasagna, bought hats, had fundraisers,
gave me time off, helped with travel, took our
kids for extended periods, and made Christmas
and birthdays special when we couldn’t.

As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:8-10, 
“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers
and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far
beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired
of life itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the
sentence of death. But this happened that we might
not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the
dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril,
and he will deliver us again. On him we have set
our hope that he will continue to deliver us” (NIV).

“When You Get More Than You Can Handle” by Timothy Grothaus first appeared on the Michigan District, LCMS blog
(michigandistrict.org) on March 10, 2016. Used with permission.

Never Alone
Jesus suffered not only the pain and death of the
cross but also the agony that came with being
abandoned by His disciples, His friends and His
Heavenly Father. He was forced to face His death
alone, yet knew in His heart the victory that would be
won by Him for us. His sacrifice means we never
have to face suffering or death alone. We can always
rely on Him.

God never promised that we would not experience
more than we can handle. But with a life centered in
Christ, shared in a community of united believers
where the love of Christ is first and foremost in their
hearts, I can tell you from experience that you will
not have to handle it alone. Jesus’ death on the cross
guarantees that whatever may befall us on earth can
never overcome the hope and assurance of eternal
life with Christ.

By the way—as of today, my wife still suffers from
facial pain but it is controlled and she is teaching
again. And my 4-year-old is now 24 and a 1st Lt. in
the U.S. Army Nursing Corp. Praise God.

About the Author
Tim Grothaus is the 8th grade Teacher and Media
Coordinator at St. John Lutheran School in Rochester.
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Jesus’ words “follow me” were spoken to you in Baptism with the water and the
Word by the Spirit of God. And every day, Jesus repeats those words to you
through your Baptism. To follow Jesus means to die and rise with Jesus, to
lose your life in order to gain it.

October 17, 2021 – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost  
Psalm 119:9-16; Ecclesiastes 5:10-20; Mark 10:23-31
“Live Long and Prosper?” - Sermon Text: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

Worship AnewWorship Anew in October in October
Year 2021  |  Series B

October 10, 2021 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 90: 1, 12-17; Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Mark 10:17-22
“Follow Me” - Sermon Text: Mark 10:17

October 24, 2021 – Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 126; Jeremiah 31:7-9; Mark 10:46-52
“Let Me See” - Sermon Text: Mark 10:46-52

October 3, 2021 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 128; Genesis 2:18-25; Mark 10:2-16
“What God Has Joined” - Sermon Text: Mark 10:9 

The people of Jesus’ time expected change, but when it came, they didn’t
like it. The Reformation was all about change—and we struggle with change,
too. But the presence of Jesus in our lives truly changes everything.

Rev. Thomas Eggold

Rev. Paul Shoemaker

Rev. William Mueller

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, Jr. 

Rev. Shayne Jonker

For Star Trek fans, the Vulcan greeting of “Live long and prosper” is well
known. But what is true prosperity? Is it a long life? Is it the accumulation of
wealth? For the Christian it is all about our life in Christ. 

Christ’s blood covers all our sins. And no matter what you have done to
damage your family, and even if you have experienced the tragedy of divorce,
in Christ you are a new creation, and in Him there is always a good future.
God’s forgiveness is life. It is hope. It is everything.

In this brief episode of blind Bartimaeus receiving his sight, we ourselves are
led to the dramatic conclusion: we, too, are blind. We have been blinded from
seeing who Jesus really is. And, truly “seeing” our condition we are led to pray
the same prayer as old blind Bartimaeus – “Let me see!”

October 31, 2021 – Reformation Day 
Psalm 46; Revelation 14:6-7; Matthew 11:12-19
“Jesus Changes Everything” - Sermon Text: Matthew 11:12-19



A Look Inside
HOPE-FULL

Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love

LIVING

                                              
to subscribe today!

HopefullLiving.org or call 1-800-779-0846

The image above is one of many works

by Sally Beck, a Hope-Full Living author.

She has given many of her works to

Visual Faith for use in their ministry.

Visual faith uses tools that benefit the

visual, kinesthetic, and tactile learner  

in order to enhance prayer and time in

God's Word. To learn more about Visual

Faith, go to visualfaithmin.org. 



Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!
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Worship Anew is pleased to welcome Gina Teeple to its ministry team. Gina will be
serving as the Director of Development and Ministry Relations. Her efforts will be
focused on building relationships with donors and ministry partners. These
relationships are key to effectively carrying out the mission of Worship Anew and
ensuring that Christ’s love may be proclaimed today and into the future.

                                Matthew Leighty, Executive Director at Worship Anew, feels very blessed with Gina  
                                joining the ministry team. "Gina comes to Worship Anew with a tremendous set of       
                             

Gina received a Bachelor of Arts in English with a Media and Communications emphasis from Indiana
University. Over the years she has enjoyed working in a variety of settings. She also experienced the joy
of being a stay-at-home mom.

Her ongoing desire to share Christ's love with others led Gina to the deaconess program at Concordia
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne (CTSFW). She received her Master of Arts in Deaconess Studies
and was commissioned as a Deaconess in 2016.

Her first call as a Deaconess was to CTSFW, where she served as Admission Counselor for the
deaconess program. She served most recently as the Director of Family Life and Faith Formation at
Peace Lutheran Church in Fremont, Indiana. 

“So many people have been blessed by Worship Anew,” said Gina. “I am grateful for the opportunity to
work alongside the faithful people involved with this wonderful ministry!”

                             
                              skills that will help us further our mission of sharing Christ's love. As the ministry has
grown, we have so much to share with churches and faithful friends whose support allows us to carry out
the vital work of proclaiming the Gospel. Gina's passion for this ministry and her gift of communicating
our work will resonate with the lives we touch in northeast Indiana and nationwide."


