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In second-grade art class my classmates and I
were instructed to draw a Christmas picture. I
drew a picture of a puppy dreaming of a boy
opening a wrapped box with him inside. The
pictures were then put up at a local nursing home
where the residents selected their favorite picture.
Some days later, I was surprised to learn that my
picture had won first place! Perhaps the best part
for an eight-year-old boy was the $3 reward
money I received.

If I had invested that $3 from 1984 in Apple Stock,
it would now be worth $618.87. Rewards are nice,
yet even that would dwarf in comparison to the
ultimate reward we have in heaven. Our Father’s
grace and mercy are so great and perfect that He
forgives our sins and calls us His children.
This All Saints Day, we reflect on the passage in
Matthew, chapter 5, where we hear Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount.
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”
The message begins with nine beatitudes that
reward all Christians, here today and those who
have gone on before us, with promised blessings.
This is a most precious gift for all of God's
children.
All Saints Day is one of the most precious times in
the church year, especially when we’ve recently
lost a loved one. Favorite hymns are sung at this
time such as “Sing with All the Saints in Glory,”
“Behold a Host, Arrayed in White,” and “For All the
Saints.”

As I travel and receive letters from
viewers, I am so encouraged by the
lives this ministry touches with
God’s Word.
It is a great source of comfort being
able to come together with fellow
believers throughout the world in
worshiping our Lord and Savior. I urge
you to join us on November 7 when we
observe All Saints Day on Worship Anew.
We will, again, hear the beautiful Gospel
proclaimed in word and song and look to the
day we shall receive the ultimate prize we
have in Christ Jesus.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

Moments of Comfort

Fear: God is Always Near

Fear can be a healthy emotion when applied
with reason.

She felt helpless. There it was: an obvious
growth on her child that got larger every day.
This single mom had done all the right things
for her toddler’s health but she now lived in
fear it wasn’t enough – that she missed
something.

Are you afraid? The fear you feel is very real to
you, and it may keep you from danger or harm.
But fear may also separate you from God. You
may fear that He has abandoned you – or that
He has no control over this world.

Are you afraid? It’s not unusual in our times.
With all kinds of media hype, fear seems to be
taking over the lives of many
people. Perhaps you, too, have
found yourself fearful.
Fear is the belief someone or
something is dangerous and
likely to cause pain or act as
a threat. Kind of like
encountering a bear on a
hike in the woods.

At its root, sin brings fear – real fear that you
feel. But God is always near. Near to you right
now. Fear is an emotion that can be controlled
when one listens and hears the voice of God in
His word. Our Moments of Comfort videos in
November provide hope and comfort as we
examine fear.
Are you afraid? Talk with the Lord. Be
confident that, because He loves you, He’s
listening.

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE
11/3/21

Fear: God is Always Near

Genesis 3:10

11/10/21

Fear: It Can Be a Web

Mark 6:49-50

11/17/21

Fear: It Can Be Real

Jonah 2:2

11/24/21

Fear: In Control

2 Timothy 1:7

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker
and contributor since 2008.

Quick check-in question- over the last eighteen
months or so, have you found yourself
experiencing periods of loneliness and
isolation? If you’re like most, the answer is yes!
Not too long ago, major Health Insurance
provider Cigna completed a survey of more
than twenty thousand adults in the United
States, and the results were startling. A portion
of the data broke down feelings of isolation and
loneliness across different generations and age
groups. Now before I share the results, take a
guess – which age group do you think reported
the highest levels of loneliness and isolation? I
would have expected the oldest generations
among us – after all, they are most likely to live
alone. However, the results were the exact
opposite! The study indicated that older
generations experience the greatest sense of
connection and well-being, while each
subsequent generation felt increasingly lonely
and isolated. A rich sense of community is
getting increasingly lost!
And this was all before COVID-19!
At the same time, you likely don’t need me to
tell you culture is growing increasingly
fractured, divided, and tribal, and it doesn’t
feel right.

After all, regardless of our backgrounds,
personal histories, opinions, even political
beliefs, we share something incredibly powerful
and unifying – each of us has been made to be
recipients of God’s grace in Christ Jesus!
The book makes a great personal or small
group Bible study, as it leads to our Savior, who
makes a space and a place at the table for us!
You can find it at cph.org or amazon.com.
Enjoy!

You can get a copy of the book at books.cph.org
or by searching amazon.com.

Just try bringing up politics, or any hot topic
issue, in a large group of people. Prepare for an
earful!
Thankfully, the Lord offers us a better path
forward. In my book, Connected to Christ:
Overcoming Isolation through Community, I
make the case that the concept of community is
wired into God’s vision for his people from the
very beginning (see Genesis 2:18!) And today,
God’s hope for His people is to be the most
radically hospitable, inviting, and unified entity
on earth.

Rev. Brian Davies serves as pastor of Lord of
Glory Lutheran Church in Grayslake, Illinois.
He is chaplain for the Grayslake Fire Department;
husband to Beth; and dad to Kate, Megan, and
Luke.
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November 7, 2021 – All Saints' Day
Psalm 149; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
“What Is and What Will Be!” - Sermon Text: 1 John 3:1-3
God, in His amazing love, adopts us as His children right now in Jesus Christ.
And He doesn’t stop there. He continues to mold and shape us so that more
and more we reflect His image. Children of God live in two realities—what is
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
our status now as His children (warts and all) and what will be in an eternity
where we serve and celebrate in “everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness.”
November 14, 2021 – Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11-14; Mark 13:1-13
“The Sacrifice, the Reign” - Sermon Text: Hebrews 10:11-14

Christ offered up a single sacrifice for the sins of the world, and then he sat
down at the right hand of God the Father. Both of these truths are good news
for us and mean much for our life each day.
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III

November 21, 2021 – The Last Sunday of the Church Year
Psalm 93; Isaiah 51:4-6; Mark 13:24-37
“Watch Friends” - Sermon Text: Mark 13:35-37

Rev. Thomas Eggold

Jesus came to make us ready, and he did it by taking on human flesh and, with
it, He took on our selfishness, and He took on our doubt, and He took on our
impatience. He took these sins and with them He went to the Cross, and He
did all of this so that we would be prepared for what comes next. In the death
of Jesus Christ, God punished the sins that separated us from Him, and in His
resurrection, He made us ready!
November 28, 2021 – The First Sunday in Advent
Psalm 89:6, 14-16, 18, Zechariah 9:9; Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 19:28-40
“Your Coming King” - Sermon Text: Zechariah 9:9

Rev. Shayne Jonker

In this brief episode of blind Bartimaeus receiving his sight, we ourselves are
led to the dramatic conclusion: we, too, are blind. We have been blinded from
seeing who Jesus really is. And, truly “seeing” our condition we are led to pray
the same prayer as old blind Bartimaeus – “Let me see!”
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With a grateful byheart...
Gina Teeple, Director of Development and Ministry Relations
When the leaves change and the weather becomes cooler, I fill my house with fall decorations –
things like pumpkins and signs that say "gratitude" and "thankful". They are lovely Thanksgiving
decorations and good reminders.
As I put these signs out this year, however, I realized two things:
1. I should probably keep signs like that out all the time; and,
2. It is not enough to feel thankful. We have to say thank you.
That is when I thought of you, and all you have done for Worship Anew!
As a new employee at Worship Anew, I started by learning about the ministry itself. I studied its
history and watched the programs being filmed. I learned about the donors who provide vital financial
support, and I met the volunteers who give their time and talents on a regular basis to do whatever
needs to be done.
That is when I realized we are able to do what we do because of your generosity. It is not enough to
say I was overwhelmed. My heart was literally filled with joy and gratitude. I thought I understood
Paul’s words to the Philippians, but I suddenly understood them differently:
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
- Philippians 1:3-6
Because you partner with us, we can provide people with an opportunity to worship – to sing and
hear God’s Word. Because you partner with us, the gospel is proclaimed. Because you partner with
us, lives are changed.

Thank you.
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