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And they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in
the temple blessing God. Luke 24:52-53

S

aying goodbye recalls some of the saddest
feelings I’ve experienced throughout my life.
Goodbyes are so synonymous with the feeling of
sorrow that countless famous quotes and song
lyrics consist of the thought. Thus, it draws one’s
attention to read the words in Luke 24, after
Jesus parted from his disciples and went up into
heaven, that they returned to Jerusalem with
“great joy”. After all, Jesus just left their sight
and yet, they’re happy. It bids me to ask the
famous Martin Luther question, “What does this
mean?”
Let us revisit all that had taken place over the
span of those forty-seven days. Jesus is
welcomed by crowds as He triumphantly enters
Jerusalem which we now know as Palm Sunday
and marks the first day of Holy Week. Then
Jesus has the last supper on Maundy Thursday
that coincided with the feast of the Passover,
Christ’s eventual suffering and crucifixion, and
finally culminating with Jesus’ resurrection on
Easter morning. Over the next forty days, Jesus
would appear to individuals proving that He was
alive while also opening their hearts and minds
to understanding the Scriptures.
It is not only marvelous what the disciples were
clearly able to have witnessed, but it is often
overlooked just how blessed WE are to be fed
through God’s Word by the Holy Spirit. It is
surely the confidence the disciples had in
knowing that Jesus was both true man and true
God that led them to now worship Jesus and be
filled with such great joy.

It is through their example and our continuing
anticipation of Jesus’ second coming that all
who participate in the ministry of Worship Anew
join the disciples in joyfully worshiping God.
The ministry team of Worship Anew would like
to wish all the moms a blessed and joyous
Mother’s Day. I’m grateful to have had
wonderful mothers in my life who have helped
to nurture and care for me and for my children.
As we reflect on the mothers in our lives, may
we always be thanking God for this wonderful
gift and have peace in knowing that when we
eventually say our last goodbye to them on this
side of eternity, we will someday be joining
them with “great joy” in singing praises and
worshiping our Savior in heaven.
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Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord,
so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
Colossians 2:6-7
My sister is very good at making beautiful flower
arrangements. She recently sent me a gorgeous
bouquet of flowers. My first task was to find a vase
that would fit them perfectly. I often struggle with
finding a vase that's just the right size. This time, I
cut the stems (a little too liberally) to fit into a vase.
The flowers looked great, but after a few days, I saw
that some of the flowers were wilting. Their stems
were too short. They weren't connected to the
source of life, to the water that would sustain them.
God created us to be connected, to belong. We were
made to belong to Him and to belong to a
community of believers. When one of these
connections is suffering or severed, we can feel it.
Things aren't right.
Pastor Shawn Davis, missional pastor of St.
Michael Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne Indiana,
will be presenting our May Moments of Comfort on
the theme of Belong and Bless. Our prayer is that this
devotional series will help you to see the value of
belonging to a community who loves God and loves
others. We also pray that you never forget that you
belong to an amazing God; you are connected in
Christ to a loving Father.

Moments of Comfort is a weekly video devotional of
Worship Anew which ministers to the hurting and
suffering we face in this life with the comforting
message of God's Word. These short videos are
released on Vimeo, YouTube, and on our website
every Thursday at 1:00p.
To find our latest series and all our previous
Moments of Comfort videos, go to
WorshipAnew.org/MOC.
Tommy Moll
Content Manager at Worship Anew
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Worship Anew in May

Year 2022 | Series C

May 1, 2022 – Third Sunday of Easter
Psalm 30:1-5, 11-12; Revelation 5:8-14; John 21:1-14
“Jesus Cares for You” - Sermon Text: John 21:1-14 - Rev. Walter Maier III
The meeting of Jesus with his disciples by the Sea of Galilee after his resurrection
shows his loving care for them. Jesus has the same kind of care for you. He who is
always with you knows what you need and will provide for you.

May 8, 2022 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 23; Acts 20:17-35; John 10:22-30
“The Shepherd’s Voice” - Sermon Text: John 10:27-28 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, came to call us with the Gospel. He came to lay
down His life for the sheep. He came to “seek and save that which was lost” and in
the voice of our Good Shepherd we are drawn to the Father.
May 15, 2022 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-7; John 16:12-22
“Hearts will Rejoice!” - Sermon Text: John 16:20 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
“You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.” You will have sorrow
because this is a fallen world. But your sorrow will turn into joy because Jesus has
taken your sorrow into Himself on the cross and to the grave. Now He is risen,
victorious over sin, death and the devil, and yes even your sorrow.
May 22, 2022 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 98; Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27; John 16:23-33
“What’s Going On?” - Sermon Text: John 16:23-33 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When we are perplexed by the dissension in the world, we Christians are comforted
that our Lord Jesus has overcome the world. In a world full of tribulation we find
peace in knowing we are the Lord’s.
May 29, 2022 – Ascension of Our Lord Observed
Psalm 47; Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53
“Ascended But Not Far” - Sermon Text: Luke 24:44-53 - Rev. William Mueller
The Ascension of Our Lord is, tragically, a long overlooked festival in the Church
Year. Forty days after His resurrection, having accomplished all things for us and for
our salvation, Jesus visibly ascended into heaven; His visible presence among us
removed. Why? What are we supposed to do now? We’re still here…and Jesus calls
us to be engaged in witness mission.
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Declare his glory

W

among the nations,
his marvelous works
among all the peoples!
Psalm 96:3

Worship Anew Increases
Nationwide Reach
At Worship Anew, we take seriously
the command to declare God's
marvelous works among the nations.
As we celebrate the risen Christ, we
are excited to share this life-givingmessage with even more people
through the addition of another
nation-wide network!
You can now find our weekly program
on NewsNation (formerly WGN
America), Sunday mornings at 5:30
AM (ET).

Worship Anew's
National Markets
TCT Network
(DirecTV 377)
Sunday, 11:30a ET / 8:30a PT

NewsNation
(DirecTV 307)
Sunday, 5:30a ET / 2:30a PT

American Forces Network
(AFN Television)
Sunday, AFN Prime
Atlantic / Pacific

You can also watch Worship Anew on
the TCT Network on Sundays at
11:30a ET, on many local broadcast
stations, and on our website,
WorshipAnew.org. We are also proud
to broadcast our program for those
who serve our country abroad on the
American Forces Network.
To learn more about how and where
you can watch Worship Anew, go to
WorshipAnew.org/watch.

This ministry expansion is
possible due to the generous
support of the Lutheran
Women's Missionary League.
To learn more about their
mission and ministry, go to
LWML.org.
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Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love
HopefullLiving.org or call 1-800-779-0846

Legacy of

Love

By Gina Teeple, Director of Development and Ministry Relations

On the bottom of some Tupperware, a few baking dishes, and her folding card table, Grandma had
placed pieces of masking tape with her first two initials and last name written in bold, black letters.
I love these pieces of tape for so many reasons. First, her name was Marceile Ruth, which means
all of them say MR Teeple. I giggle every time I see that.
I also love the reason the tape was there: it ensured their safe return home. These items were
taken to countless church functions, full of things like Grandma’s sugar cookies and her cranberry
salad. We have all tried to reproduce these things, but no one has ever gotten them quite right.
The word legacy is often associated with money or property. In its broader use, it applies to
anything that is “transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor, or from the past.”
For me, the pieces of masking tape represent important parts of Grandma’s legacy. Grandma loved
her family deeply. Whenever possible, she was present. And she often brought cookies. Grandma
was a woman of deep faith, and she lived out this faith by fully participating in the life of the church.
She was present.
Grandma is no longer present at our earthly gatherings, but we will always have her legacy of love
and faithfulness. And we will keep working on the cookies.

Our mission is to engage and equip aging adults with resources
to live a full and abundant life in Jesus Christ.
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