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Rejoice in the
Lord Always!
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:4-7

May is always one of my favorite times of the
year. The weather is finally warming, trees and
flowers are blooming, and we are in the loving
celebration of our Lord’s resurrection,
ascension, and the gift of the Holy Spirit in our
hearts and lives.

The month of May is often a time when young
people, normally around eighth grade, publicly
profess their faith after years of biblical
instruction. We sometimes call this the rite of
confirmation. Are you able to reflect back to the
time when you were confirmed or made a public
profession of faith?

My confirmation verse is Philippians 4:4,
"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
rejoice." For me, Philippians 4:4-7 has been a
key scripture passage in my life. It reminds me
to always be joyful in the Lord, even when I
otherwise might be sad or in despair. Also, when
I’m suffering with being nervous, insecure, or
alone I can rest in knowing that He is always
near me. I can go to Him in prayer any time. And
when I’m at my lowest point, there is nothing
better than the peace of God which serves as a
guardian angel for my mental health.

Sometimes, a verse like this is referred to as a
“life verse,” a verse from the Bible that speaks
to you in a unique way.

If you have a life verse I would love to hear
what it is and have you share why that verse
resonates with you. You can send it through
the mail or e-mail me at
Giving@WorshipAnew.org. In our June
Broadcaster we'll share your life verses along
with special verses from our ministry team
here at Worship Anew.

Thank you for your prayers and ongoing
support of this ministry. Know that our risen
Lord and Savior loves you so much and seeks
for you to draw close to Him through His Word,
as shared through Worship Anew, which is
filled with the Gospel of Christ and essential for
our salvation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!!

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director
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May Moments of Comfort
May 5 – Who Holds the Wheel? – Hebrews 10:23

May 12 – How's Your Grip? – 1 Thessalonians 5:21

May 19 – You Were Right – Hebrews 4:14

May 26 – When I Slip – Psalm 94:18

Hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for He who promised is faithful. - Hebrews 10:23

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of 
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in

this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

hold on

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

Tommy Moll - Content Manager at Worship Anew 

I recently went on a ferris wheel with my ten-year-old daughter and four-year-old son. This was
my son's first time riding a ferris wheel and he was stirring with a mixture of glee and fear. When
the ride began moving, he gave a start and then looked around for something to hold on to. 

When we find ourselves in turmoil, we may have a similar reaction. We look around for something
to hold on to. Some things we grasp provide only a distraction from the truth at hand. 

The theme for our May Moments of Comfort series is Hold On. We will explore what God has to
say about where we should turn for strength in our times of trouble. We'll also be reminded that,
when we face the most turbulent of situations, it is God who is holding on to us. May you be
reminded of this truth daily, "for He who promised is faithful."



That's a quote from the late British novelist Doris Lessing. It's found in the excellent book
Elderhood by Dr. Louise Aronson. 

The Lessing quote speaks to me. The basic personality of an individual stays the same despite
the physical changes that aging brings. For the believer in Jesus Christ, although your
personality doesn't change with the passage of time, spiritually speaking you're actually being
changed for the better, to become more and more like Christ as the Holy Spirit works in you. “So
we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day
by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). 

I think the entire passage is profound and wonderful. Here it is.

“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed
day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

The secret that all old people share is that you really haven't

changed in all these years. Your body changes, but you don't

change at all. And that, of course, causes great confusion.



“For we know that if the tent that is our
earthly home is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this
tent we groan, longing to put on our
heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on
we may not be found naked. For while we
are still in this tent, we groan, being
burdened—not that we would be unclothed,
but that 
we would be further 
clothed, so that what 
is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 
He who has prepared 
us for this very thing 
is God, who has 
given us the Spirit 
as a guarantee.

“So we are always of good courage. We
know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord, for we walk by
faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 4:16-5:7).

That's the key, isn't it? We walk by faith, not
by sight. Our assessment of ourselves and
our situation is based less on our own
external appearances and more on God's
eternal promises – less on our emotions
and more on our convictions – less on how
we feel and more on what we believe.

We draw on a reservoir of
endurance and wisdom
acquired over decades of

experience, to deal with the
changing situations that

aging brings. 

We understand more and more what the
apostle Paul meant when he said, “When I
am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians
12:10) In our weakness we turn to God for
strength. God is the Source of true and
lasting strength that transcends
circumstances. When He gives us His
strength, we are strong in supernatural
power, even though our muscles and bones          
                            may be weakening. We're      
                            growing while we're  
                            groaning.

                            I wonder if the metaphor of 
                            “downsizing” – moving from    
                            a larger place to a smaller  
                            one – might be appropriate 
                            for the process of aging. As 
                            our bodies age, as our 
                            physical “house” becomes
smaller, we learn to adapt to a smaller
space. “Though our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day by
day.”As we lose some strength and mobility,
we compensate by adjusting our
expectations and finding ways to work within
our limitations. We draw on a reservoir of
endurance and wisdom acquired over
decades of experience, to deal with the
changing situations that aging brings. 

In short, we view the body/person tension
(see Doris Lessing's quote above) as a
normal part of a grand – if not always
glorious – learning experience.

Rev. Richard Koehneke retired as senior pastor of Holy Cross, Fort Wayne in
2009. He served as one of the five regular preachers on "Worship for Shut-Ins"
from 1994-2009. He and his wife Mary joined St. Peter's, Fort Wayne in 2010.
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A dormant vineyard looks so bleak, so lifeless. But at the harvest, it is lush and
green and filled with ripe grapes. Just as the grapes receive their nourishment
from the vine, we Christians receive our spiritual life and nourishment from the
Vine, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

May 2, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 150; 1 John 4:1-11; John 15:1-8
“Connected to the Vine” - Sermon Text: John 15:1-8 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

Year 2021  |  Series B

The Holy Spirit is almighty God. The Spirit has acted on your behalf in the past, the
Spirit does so now, and will continue to work for your benefit in the future. Why?
The Spirit loves you and wants your salvation.

Worship Anew in May

May 23, 2021 – Pentecost
Psalm 139:1-10; Acts 2:1-18; John 16:5-15
“The Almighty Spirit” - Sermon Text: Acts 2:1-18 - 
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 

May 9, 2021 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 98; Acts 10:34-48; John 15:9-17
“Jesus is for You!” - Sermon Text: Acts 10:34-48 - Rev. William Mueller
We often struggle with issues of favoritism or partiality. Is one group of people
better than another? Is one nation favored more by God? In an eye-opening,
opinion-changing, and heart-rendering account in Acts 10, we discover the
powerful, eternal truth of “God shows no partiality.”

May 30, 2021 – The Holy Trinity
Psalm 29; Isaiah 6:1-8; John 3:1-17
“Who Will Go?” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 6:8 - Rev. Thomas Eggold  
Standing on our own, the sight of the Lord is a terrifying vision of judgment, but in
the purifying blood of Christ, we can sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Through the blood of
Christ we can speak the good news of the Gospel, and along with Isaiah, through
the purifying and atoning blood of Christ, we can stand in the presence of the Lord
and say with a clean heart and clean lips, “Here am I, Lord. Send me.” 

May 16, 2021 – The Ascension of Our Lord
Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
“Jesus Reigns Through Us” - Sermon Text: Ephesians 1:22-23 - 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
Jesus Christ’s ascension is nicknamed “the forgotten festival.” And yet, we
experience it daily. Where is Jesus now? What is He up to? God be praised,
Jesus reigns through us! 



Acts, Mighty and Small
I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. Acts 2:17

Our Small Group Bible Study recently finished studying the Book of Acts. Whew, a book filled
with the saving acts of our mighty God, and our group lived and breathed them all—riots, stoning,
imprisonment, and Paul’s shipwreck that I’m still reliving. The biggest event, though, comes at the
beginning, the Day of Pentecost, a day after which nothing was the same. Again, mighty
happenings with a roaring wind, tongues of fire, the Holy Spirit, visitors from everywhere, many
languages, and 3,000 baptisms—a noisy scene with excitement and rejoicing. As the Savior
promised, the Holy Spirit had come and ignited the hearts of all to form the Christian Church and
carry his saving Good News to all the world. 

But there are other times—small, quiet times—when God sends his Spirit, too: in the middle of a
sleepless night, at the bedside of a dying loved one, during a telephone call to repair a relationship
or to sustain us in a time of doubt. The 
Holy Spirit comes, big and small.

Holy Spirit, come.

Sally Beck
Williamsburg, Virginia

For further study: 
Read the Book of Acts, Chapter 2

The image on the right is one of many

works by Sally Beck, a Hope-Full Living

author. She has given many of her works

to Visual Faith for use in their ministry.

Visual faith uses tools that benefit the

visual, kinesthetic, and tactile learner  in

order to enhance prayer and time in

God's Word. To learn more about Visual

Faith, go to visualfaithmin.org. 

Visual Faith
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Thanking God for Mother's!

Life-giving God, we give you thanks for our home in
your eternal love through Jesus Christ. We give

thanks for mothers who reflect the image of your love
through their tender care and guidance. We pray for

forgiveness, healing, and peace for those whose
mother-child relationship is strained, hurt, or
broken. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Grow in God's Word Daily

To order, give us a call at 1-800-779-0846.

Order online at HopeFullLiving.org.

 

Hope-Full Living is a daily devotion for

living life to the fullest.


