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I was never a fan of riding the school bus,
which makes up some of the more
uncomfortable memories of my young
childhood years.

When I began 1st grade in rural Iowa, I
missed the first couple days of the new
school year. For a 1st grader, the first day
is when they might give important
instructions, like how to ride the school
bus. So, not quite knowing what I was
doing, I got on a bus at the elementary
school at the end of the day. What I didn’t
know was that when we arrived at the high
school, in another town about 10 miles
away, I was to get off that bus and get on a  
different one that would then let me off at
my bus stop. What happened instead? Stop
after stop, I never recognized where I was
supposed to get off the bus. Things started
out looking familiar, but when I started
seeing farmland and country roads, since I
lived in town, I knew something didn’t
seem right. Finally, the last stop occurred.
After all the children had been dropped
off, there I remained.The bus driver
patiently got up from his seat and came
back to where I was sitting. He asked who
I was and where I lived.   He then kindly
drove me straight to my house and
dropped me off.

Needless to say, from the time I got on the
school bus until the bus driver came back
to talk with me, I felt pretty alone. Given
my past experiences I was not surprised
when I recently read in a journal article on
SocialRelationships and Mortality Risk

that loneliness and social isolation can lead
to several health issues such as high blood
pressure and heart disease.Loneliness can
even be worse for you than obesity. Poor
social interaction is as bad for your health
as smoking 15 cigarettes a day. It even
leads to depression in later life.

When you look at Jesus in the Bible, He
knew how to balance being alone and
having strong relationships. Community
was a vital part of His life and ministry on
earth. This wouldn’t be easy for someone
who lived a sinless, perfect life, which
would certainly make someone feel
isolated.

When Christ was on the cross, it was the
epitome of loneliness. He was completely
rejected by man and from His Father in
heaven. If anyone can understand
loneliness, it is our loving Savior.Jesus
went through this suffering so that we will
never have to experience such a separation
from God.

We read in 1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to
God, being put to death in the flesh but
made alive in the spirit.”

Are you alone? Have you spent several
days without talking to anyone? As we
journey through this season of Lent and
reflect on the suffering of our Lord and
Savior, and even by dying for us on the
cross, we are comforted in knowing that
because Jesus took the suffering for our
sins, we need never worry about being
separated from our God. When our time
comes, we won’t be alone. Rather, Christ
comes to us, takes us by the hand, and
leads us home.
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“Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).

If you are alone, please reach out to
WorshipAnew. You are cared about by us
and most of all by your loving Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. That’s why it didn’t
end at Jesus’ death on the cross. In the
Christian life, the darkness of death does
not prevail. We are not separated from
God or from fellow believers. This story is
to be continued. God’s love surrounds us!



We are nearing the joy-filled celebration
season of Easter! It’s been a tough journey
for all of us, in different ways, but
especially this year. Many of us are still “in
shelter,” not equipped yet to get back to our
old routines of living and being with
people. I really do miss the hugs – how
about you?

The reality of this Lenten and Easter season
is to realize that we all are “wholly weak”
when it comes to developing relationships
with the Lord and His people. It has
nothing to do with what we do or say and
everything to do with what He has already
done for us! It’s not about us – it’s all about
Him! “Holy Week” is victorious over our
“Wholly Weak”ness!

Author Eugene Peterson says it so well, “We
wake into a world we didn’t make, and into
a salvation we didn’t earn. Grace is
underway before we even reach for the
cornflakes!”

Watch and wonder how the Lord is at
work in and through us. Remember the
women at the tomb. “So the women
hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet
filled with joy, and ran to tell the
disciples.” (Matthew 28:8) . Perhaps we all
are not able to “run” to tell, but we sure are
able to walk or limp, talk and tell, love and
forgive, heal and affirm, even though we
too are at times “afraid, yet filled with joy”!

I must confess that at times I pray for an
“Easier Life” rather than for an “Easter
Life.” I may say, “Lord, can’t you heal my
friend, make things happier, make people
love and speak well of each other?” And
God does…in His own way.

He does it by changing the “I” in EASIER to
a “T” in EASTER! All the “I”s of our lives
are replaced by the “T” of the Cross!

Thanks, Lord, for making our lives
EASTER lives! Help others to see EASTER
through us! “Wholly Weak?” No way! Each
day of each week is indeed a HOLY WEEK,
in the Resurrected One!
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March 6, 2022 – First Sunday in Lent
Psalm 91:1-13; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 
“The Word is Near You” - Sermon Text: Romans 10:8b-13
Rev. William Mueller

The Apostle Paul reminds us that the Word of God is near us; so near it is in our
mouths and in our hearts. What does this mean? How does this impact our lives
when we are facing temptation?

Year 2022 |  Series C

March 13, 2022 – Second Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 4; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 
“What A Contrast!” - Sermon Text: Philippians 3:17-4:1 - 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

Christians are citizens of heaven through our King victorious, Christ the Son of God.
This heavenly citizenship changes our attitudes and actions. It changes our lives
today and eternally!

March 20, 2022 – Third Sunday in Lent
Psalm 106:4-12; 1 Corinthians 10:1-2; Luke 13:1-9
“The Sea Crossing: A Type” - Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 10:1-2 - 
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III

The sea crossing in the time of Moses was a mircacle and, also, a foreshadowing of
Christian baptism. There are points of similarity between the sea event and baptism
which bring us great comfort today. 

March 27, 2022 – Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 32:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3a, 11-32 
“The Prodigal Father” - Sermon Text: Luke 15:1-3a, 11-32 
Rev. Thomas Eggold 

The story in Luke 15 is often called the “Parable of the Prodigal Son.” But the word
prodigal is, actually, a much better description of the father. You see, “prodigal”
means “reckless” or “extravagant” and it is in the father’s unrestrained and
overwhelming grace that we find the truth that changes our lives.

Worship Anew is broadcast on American Forces Network (AFN) television.
For broadcast time, check local listings for Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.



A Look Inside
HOPE-FULL

                                              
to subscribe today!

LIVING

HopefullLiving.org
Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love

or call 1-800-779-0846

The image above is one of many works by Sally
Beck, a Hope-Full Living author. She has given
many of her works to Visual Faith for use in their
ministry. Visual faith uses tools that benefit the
visual, kinesthetic, and tactile learner  in order to
enhance prayer and time in God's Word. To learn
more about Visual Faith, go to visualfaithmin.org. 



Reminder!
Just as a friendly

It's time to direct 
your Choice Dollars!

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!

Please call  (800) 847-4836 and say
"Thrivent Choice®" after the prompt,
or go to thrivent.com/thriventchoice
to direct your Choice Dollars.

All Choice Dollars must be directed
by March 31, 2022!

Don't let your Choice Dollars expire! 
 Call or go online today to help
Worship Anew share Christ's love. 
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In March, we look to the Laments of Lent with Moments of Comfort. New videos are released
every Wednesday on our website and on, Facebook, YouTube and Vimeo. 

Our March videos will focus on laments from God's people in the Bible. We will be comforted
with the knowledge that God can handle our cries to Him. And then we trust. We trust in the
promises given to us in Jesus Christ.  Paul Wendt is our writer and speaker for these
wonderful Moments of Comfort. Paul serves as the Director of Christian Education at 
St. John Lutheran Church & School, Kendallville, IN


