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Grace and Peace
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:2
They say a joke becomes a dad joke when it
becomes apparent. Others would say it's when it's
all groan. While they’ve been around for some
time, Merriam-Webster added the phrase "dad
joke" to the dictionary in 2019 making the genre
official. They defined it as, “A wholesome joke of
the type said to be told by fathers with a punchline
that is often an obvious or predictable pun or play
on words and usually judged to be endearingly
corny or unfunny.” Here’s one for you, “Where
do you learn to make banana splits?” “In Sundae
School.” It’s sometimes hard not to laugh when
you hear a good dad joke, or perhaps, more often,
cringe. No matter how you look at it, dad jokes
require a lot of grace.
As we reflect on Father’s Day, I’m reminded of
something Martin Luther stated regarding the
passage in Philippians 1:2, “These two words,
‘grace’ and ‘peace,’ contain a summary of all
Christianity.” The same might be said about being
a father. These two words, “grace” and “peace,”
contain a summary of being a father. As the Holy
Spirit works in our hearts, fathers have the ability
to show God’s love to their children. In addition,
God gives us peace with Him and with one
another. In a home like mine, with four very
active children, even a little grace and peace can
seem like a dream. All the more important that
Paul reminds us of the perfect grace and peace that
comes through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
As sinners who need the gifts of God, it is
wonderful that grace and peace can both be given
and received. I recall my father, saying of my
grandpa (his dad), “Your grandpa is not the man I
grew up with.” So as to say, the grandfather I had
come to know is a much kinder, gentler, and
loving version of the father he had growing up.

In some respects, I saw the same of my father. And
perhaps my own children will someday see the
same of me. As we journey throughout life, we
grow closer to God and His word, and we live out
lives of grace and peace.
As we desperately yearn to draw closer to Christ
our Lord, I’m grateful that Worship Anew is a
guiding light that ministers to thousands every day
with God’s Word, proclaiming the peace and
grace we receive from our loving Savior. Just as
my grandfather, my father, and now I pass along
the faith to my children, Worship Anew is a
source for ensuring that God’s Word is faithfully
proclaimed from generation to generation.
I thank God for fathers like my own dad, Rev.
Fred Leighty, and so many others who have raised
up their children to know Jesus as their Savior.
God, please work in me so that my home may be filled
with your abundant grace and peace.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

by Rev. Richard Koehneke

“They saw what appeared to be tongues of fire
that separated and came to rest on each of them.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them” (Acts 2:3, 4).

There is a false modesty among Christians that
says, “I can’t do anything. I have nothing to
offer.” Wrong. The Holy Spirit came to rest on
EACH OF THEM. None were missed. There is a
self-centered, prideful spirit that says, “I’m the
best. I’ll use my gifts to advance my cause.”
Wrong again. ALL OF THEM were filled with the
Holy Spirit.
God’s Word says, “To EACH ONE the
manifestation of the Spirit is given FOR THE
GOOD OF ALL” (1 Corinthians 12:7).
To each one is given.You are talented and gifted.
God the Father has given you natural talents
that were imparted to you at conception. The
Holy Spirit called you to faith in God’s Son,
Jesus Christ, and gave you one or more spiritual
gifts at your baptism. The first letter in the word
“unique” is U. You are unique. “To EACH one is
given . . . the Holy Spirit came to rest on EACH
of them.” That’s half the truth.

The other half is expressed in the word ALL.
“For the good of all” refers to believers. We
exercise our talents and gifts to build up the
church; to strengthen the body of Christ. But
there’s more. On the Day of Pentecost, “All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them.” People from all over the world heard the
good news of Jesus proclaimed to them in their
own languages. The Spirit was given to ALL
believers – for the salvation of ALL people ALL
around the world.
Why are the Spirit’s gifts given to believers in
Christ? Here’s the answer God’s Word provides:
To build up the church, and to save the world.
Our mission is personal and universal: EACH
AND ALL.
Rev. Richard Koehneke retired as senior pastor of Holy
Cross, Fort Wayne in 2009. He served as one of the five
regular preachers on "Worship for Shut-Ins".
He and his wife Mary joined St. Peter's, Fort Wayne in 2010.

Moments of Comfort is a weekly video devotional of
Worship Anew which ministers to the hurting and
suffering we face in this life with the comforting
message of God's Word.

I recently finished chemo treatments for cancer.
Before I started chemo, I had surgery to place a port
in order to make infusions easier. Now that I'm done
with treatment and the cancer is nowhere to be
found, I shouldn't need a port anymore. Right?
When my doctor asked me when I'd like the port
taken out, I had to think about something hard,
"What if the cancer comes back?" Can I make a
decision I can be at peace with? What does my
decision say about my hope for the future?

Rev. Jim Elsner will be the presenter for our June
Moments of Comfort which will explore what God
has to say about the peace only He can give. As
Christians, we haven't been promised an easy life.
But we do have a joy and peace in believing. We have
the promises of God to hold on to every day, every
moment. Peace be with you.

Sometimes small decisions can expose how not at
peace we are with a situation. As Christians, is it
possible to be at peace and give thanks in every
situation?

Tommy Moll
Content Manager at Worship Anew

JUNE SCHEDULE
6/2/22

Filled With Peace

Romans 15:13

6/9/22

It's Not On You

Isaiah 53:5

6/16/22

Take Heart

John 16:33

6/23/22

Left With Peace

John 14:27

6/30/22

Peace in Righteousness

Isaiah 32:17

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker
and contributor since 2008.
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June 5, 2022 – The Day of Pentecost
Psalm 143:1-10; Genesis 11:1-9 and Acts 2:1-11; John 14:25-26
“To Us, Through Us” - Sermon Text: John 14:25-26
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Pentecost commemorates and celebrates our Father God bringing Jesus Christ to us
and through us, into the lives of others through the gift of the Holy Spirit. What a
grace-filled privilege to receive and give the live-giving precious Gospel.

June 12, 2022 – Holy Trinity
Psalm 8; Acts 2:14a, 22-36; John 8:48-59
“The Triune God Loves You” - Sermon Text: Acts 2:33
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
God is triune – three Persons, yet one God, as revealed in Scripture. We cannot fully
comprehend this. But another truth from Scripture we do fully understand – the Triune
God loves each one of us with a tremendous love.
June 19, 2022 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 3; Isaiah 65:1-9; Luke 8:26-39
“How Much God Has Done” - Sermon Text: Luke 8:38-39
Rev. Thomas Eggold
In today’s reading, after Jesus drove demons out of a man, He told him, “Return
home and tell how much God has done for you.” Christ crossed the lake to restore
this man, not only so that the man would be “dressed and in his right mind,” but so
that this once ostracized and isolated outcast could go home, could be reunited with
his family, could rejoin his community, and could carry with him a message of “how
much God has done” for him. This is what Christ has done for us as well.
June 26, 2022 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 16; 1 Kings 19:9b-21; Luke 9:51-62
“To Jerusalem!” - Sermon Text: Luke 9:51
Rev. Shayne Jonker
“When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, He set His face to go to
Jerusalem.” Jesus’ purpose, His mission, was to go to Jerusalem and be crucified for
the world’s sin, rise from the dead, and ascend into heaven. He came to be taken up,
and to take us up together with Him.
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HOPE-FULL

A Look Inside

LIVING

Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love
HopefullLiving.org or call 1-800-779-0846

As a father shows
compassion to his
children, so the
Lord shows
compassion to
those who fear him.
Psalm 103:13

Thank you!

We couldn't do it without you!

Worship Anew relies on your prayers and financial support to continue sharing Christ's
compassion with a hurting world. Please consider making a gift today!
Please visit WorshipAnew.org/donate to make a donation online. You can also mail your
donations to: 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825

Our mission is to engage and equip aging adults with resources
to live a full and abundant life in Jesus Christ.
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