He has made everything
beautiful in its time.
Also, he has put eternity
into man's heart.
Ecclesiastes 3:11
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Joy in All Things
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation,
be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
I recently attended a beautiful band concert by
Concordia Lutheran High School in Fort Wayne.
As many of our Worship Anew viewers have
witnessed countless times, the high school has
an outstanding music program. The final piece
they played for us was Joy in All Things
conducted by Brian Balmages. If you are not
familiar with it, I encourage you to experience
this magnificent symphonic masterpiece. The
joyful work is based on the hymn Come,
Christians, Join to Sing. The theme
enthusiastically opens with brilliant and
booming brass. It then tapers to an expressive
flute solo. The hymn finally returns at a brisk
tempo and builds to a stunning finish. It is truly
a jubilant piece and one that reminded me of
the Christian life. The song was high, low, and
then high again, and the final result was
magnificent.
Research has shown that the most common
faith practice in America is PRAYER.[1] There is
good reason for this. God yearns for us to draw
close to Him (James 4:5). Additionally, Jesus
tells us in His Word that whatever we ask for,
do it in His name (John 14-16). It is something
that can be done at any place and at any time.
When tragedies occur, we often tell people that
our thoughts and prayers are with them.
However, I’ve recently heard some people say
that “prayers” are not enough. And they have
even begun refraining from saying prayers
altogether and just saying that their thoughts
are with them. It’s as if our prayers don’t
matter at all.
There is power in prayer. What source of
comfort do just my thoughts alone bring in

comparison to our loving God’s almighty power
to give mercy, grace, peace, and healing?
What I believe people are saying in these
instances is that they feel powerless to help.
That is why prayers are the most important
action we can take. Paul shares in his letter to
the Romans, 12:12, “Rejoice in hope, be patient
in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” At
Worship Anew we take seriously God’s
command to draw close to our heavenly Father
in prayer. We receive prayer requests from
people all over the country. The ministry team
at Worship Anew, as well as members of the
Worship Anew community, come together to
present these prayers to the Lord and help in
bearing one another’s burdens in this way.
When life seems overwhelming, it is my sincere
hope that Worship Anew can help bring you the
calm in the storm - our Savior’s grace, mercy,
and hope. We don’t live for just today, or in the
midst of the latest disaster, but for eternity
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). As Christians, we have a
much bigger purpose and that is to live out
Christ’s love and to have in our hearts the
assurance that God sent His son into this world
so that we will not perish but have eternal life
in Him (John 3:16). Therefore, when tragedies
strike, as they will do in our sinful world, let us
go to God in prayer and be mindful of where
our eternity lies. May the perfect peace that
comes from the Lord give you Joy in All Things.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

1 “Silent and Solo: How Americans Pray.” Barna Group, 2017,
https://www.barna.com/research/silent-solo-americans-pray/.

Family is a gift from God. In
families, there can be great
strife. Families have the
opportunity to be safe places,
harbors where we are
buffeted from the storms of
this life. Families can be
dangerous spaces where
words are used as weapons
and trust is eroded.
Families are full of sinners, so
it should be no surprise that
sin can abound in our
families, even with the people
we love and share a home
with.
How can we thrive when there is strife in our families? How can we be
peacemakers when it seems that no one is interested in reconciliation?
God calls us into His family, a family of children who love God and love
others. What can this look like in our every day lives?
Moments of Comfort is a weekly video devotional of Worship Anew which
ministers to the hurting and suffering we face in this life with the
comforting message of God's Word. Our July series explores how we can
share the love of Jesus in our families even when our families are
experiencing the brokenness of sin.
Our hope is in our relationship with our heavenly Father who has fixed our
broken relationship with Him through the death and resurrection of His
Son, our savior, Jesus Christ.

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Rev. James Elsner serves as
associate pastor at Peace
Lutheran Church in Fremont,
Indiana. He has served Worship
Anew as a speaker and
contributor since 2008.

The Gift of Generosity!
Generosity is not what we do but rather who we
are, in the Lord. The gift of generosity began at
the Cross and the Empty Tomb and continues
through our daily lives. What a joy, what a gift,
that our generous Lord has given us to share with
the younger and the older!
The poet Maya Angelou said it this way: “This is a
wonderful day. I’ve never seen this one before!”
Every day, every gift, which the Lord provides us,
is given to us so that we can give it away. That’s
generosity, indeed! We give away our time,
talents and riches because the Lord has given us
these gifts to share with others.
We need to be generous even if it’s imperfect.
Years ago, a granddaughter made a poster for her
“Gramps.” It read, “He has ears that really listen,
arms that always hold, love that’s never ending
and a heart that’s made of gold.”

And it was signed to, “Graps!” What a gift of
generosity. It didn’t matter a bit that there was a
misspelling. It was a gift of generosity from the
heart of a child…and even better yet, she still
calls me “Graps!”
For many of us, including myself, one of our gifts
is the gift of aging, haha. The Lord has provided
senior citizens with many years in order for us to
share and celebrate the gift of life with others,
both the younger and the older. Aging is not a
burden to bear but rather a gift to share, with
people of all ages! Just think of all of the
generous gifts that we older saints gift to the
younger saints – gifts of listening, of joy, of hugs,
of pure love in the Lord…and perhaps even some
financial help for school. Now that’s generosity,
indeed!

Being of good age myself, I have learned of many
ways throughout my ministry career to be
generous. Here follows a generosity list of 10
ways to share the gift of generosity with those the
Lord has placed in our lives. Why not work
together at adding even more ways and share
them with others too!
1. Today I will not strike back. If someone is rude
or unkind, I will not respond in a similar way.
2. Today I will ask God to bless my “enemies.” If I
come across someone who treats me harshly, I
will quietly ask the Lord to bless that person.
3. Today I will be careful about what I say. I will
carefully choose and guard my words.
4. Today I will go the extra mile. I will find ways
to help carry other people’s burdens, here at
home and throughout the world.
5. Today I will forgive and forget any hurts or
insults that come my way.
6. Today I will do something nice for someone. I
will reach out with my time, energies and
finances to be a blessing to others.

7. Today I will raise the spirits of someone who is
discouraged.
8. Today I will take care of my own body. I will
eat less, eat healthier and thank God for my body,
regardless of my age.
9. Today I will grow spiritually. I will spend more
time in prayer and less time on social media and
TV. I will find a quiet place and listen to the Lord.
10. Today I will celebrate the forgiveness of
Christ even when I don’t live up to the other 9
things listed above! And in all of my daily life, I
will seek to bring more laughter, joy and
forgiveness to those around me, because the Lord
has risen, in Deed!
Thank you, Lord, for the gift of generosity! And
let God’s people say…AMEN!

Dr. Rich Bimler, Bloomingdale, Il, has
served many ministry positions throughout
his ministry career, including DCE, Director
of Youth Ministries for the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (LCMS), Assistant to the
LCMS Synodical President, President/CEO
of Wheat Ridge Ministries, Consultant for
Lutheran Life Communities, and Ministry
Consultant for Lutheran Church Charities.
He continues to write for “Hope-Full Living”
devotional booklets and serves as the
publication's editor-at-large. He is the
author of 22 books and currently is focusing
on enabling and celebrating God’s gift of
aging. He is a graduate of Valparaiso
University and postgraduate schools. He has
been gifted with a family of 1 wife, Hazel, 3
grown “kids,” and 7 grandkids. His gift of
generosity focuses on equipping and
encourAGING older people to see aging as a
gift to share rather than a burden to bear,
and to also enable people of all ages to
“Lighten up!” The Lord is Risen ….in DEED!

Worship Anew in July

Year 2022 | Series C

July 3, 2022 – Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm 66:1-7; Isaiah 66:10-14; Luke 10:1-20
“Tell the Family Story” - Sermon Text: Luke 10:1-20
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Remember listening to your grandparents tell you stories of their childhood? Those
stories delighted us and gave us a sense of who we are. We have a story to tell. It is the
story of Jesus. It is the story of God’s eternal love and assures us that our “names are
written in heaven.”
July 10, 2022 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 41; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37
“Are You Sure?” - Sermon Text: Colossians 1:1-14
Rev. William Mueller
At the beginning of his letter to the Colossian Christians, the Apostle Paul uses some
very lofty words to describe the Colossians (and, by extension, us as well). But surely,
upon closer examination, couldn’t Paul be guilty of stretching the truth just a bit? Is there
a stretching of the truth about us?
July 17, 2022 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 27:7-14; Colossians1:21-29; Luke 10:38-42
“Rightly Ordered Love” - Sermon Text: Luke 10:41-42
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
“I feel as if I’m being pulled in a dozen directions,” is a common lament in today’s world.
Jesus knows these directions and, in fact, has given us a myriad of things to enjoy in
this world. By listening to His voice, we learn to love these gifts in the right order.
July 24, 2022 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138; Genesis 18:20-33; Luke 11:1-13
“Pray Like Abraham” - Sermon Text: Genesis 18:20-33
Rev. Walter Maier III
How are we to pray? Learn from Abraham! Let us pray humbly, but also confidently,
boldly, and persistently.
July 31, 2022 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 100; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21
“Rich Toward God” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:15
Rev. Thomas Eggold
There is no life in the abundance of possessions, but through the undeserved
forgiveness of the crucified and risen Christ and in the love of a Father who has
graciously given you all things, you will live forever! And these are riches in which you
can rejoice.

WorshipAnew.org

HOPE-FULL
LIVING

A Look Inside

LIVING

Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love
HopefullLiving.org or call 1-800-779-0846

Thanks and Praise!
Worship Anew is grateful for the feedback we receive. We love hearing from viewers
about how Worship Anew is reaching them with God's Word!

We love the messages that come to us through
Worship Anew. It makes our Sundays complete
and gives us a Christ-centered message to
remember through our coming week. Thank you
so much for the Pastors and team that grants
us a wonderful message of our Lord's work.

You bring glory to His name as
you sing (so beautifully) the hymns
that we have sung since childhood.
Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.

The broadcasts are very inspiring and we have
shared this ministry with many in our area who
cannot attend services for various reasons. May
God continue to bless your efforts as you
"Serve the Lord with Gladness.”

I find that WA makes my worship
more meaningful because I have a
severe hearing loss and the closed
caption on my TV helps me to
understand every word. Thank you.

Our mission is to engage and equip aging adults with resources
to live a full and abundant life in Jesus Christ.
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