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Essentially, they had decided to give each of their

children three gifts at Christmas time as a nod to

the three gifts given to Jesus by the Magi at the

time of Epiphany. In fact, in many parts of the

world, Epiphany, or what is commonly known as

Three Kings' Day, is seen as similar or even a

higher church day than Christmas because it is

when Jesus is revealed to the Gentiles as the

Christ Child.

Epiphany is not about the three kings, however. It

is who they point to, our Savior, our Redeemer,

Emmanuel, God with us. That is why I love the

saying we've been highlighting on the Worship

Anew website and promoting among our Worship

Anew community to emphasize the true meaning

of Christmas, "Wise Men Still Seek Him." In the

face of this tumultuous year, what comfort and

peace we find in keeping CHRIST in

CHRISTmas! We hear their words in Matthew

2:2, “Where is he who has been born king of the

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have

come to worship him.”

As people throughout the world come in contact

with Worship Anew and our regular messages in

Hope-Full Living and Moments of Comfort,

wisdom is strengthened. Through the hearing of

God's Word and the work of the Holy Spirit, we

draw close to the One who is worthy to be

worshiped; He is Christ the Lord.

We appreciate the support of so many in 2020

who gave to this ministry so that God's Word can

reach even more people. In the December

Broadcaster, we shared information about the

new on-air sponsorships in 2021. These are

opportunities for you to recognize a special

occasion like an anniversary, honor someone

special in your life, or remember a loved one who

has passed on to glory and life eternal with our

Father in Heaven. I love the names of each

sponsorship type, Gifts of Love and Gifts of

Grace. What a poignant reminder of the source of

where a giving heart comes. Thank you for giving

of your prayers and resources at this time so that

more may hear the most important message for

our lives – the Gospel of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ.

It is through God's love and grace that He sent His

Son into this world to live and die so we may

receive the forgiveness of sins and live with Him

forever in Heaven. In these challenging times we

find ourselves, this is the only source of comfort

we can now lean on. And what great joy and

wisdom it brings!

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

Wise Men Still Seek Him
When my wife Kelli and

I lived in the Chicago

area, in what seemed

like another life before

having kids, we had

friends with young

children who practiced

the "3-gift Christmas". 
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January Moments of Comfort
 Theme: Closer 

January 6 – A Friend in Need – Proverbs 17:17 
January 13 – Let's Match – Colossians 3:12-13 

January 20 – Strangers and Aliens – Ephesians 2:19 
January 27 – The Good Bear – Psalm 33:22

I've recently started teaching my son science. One of his favorite lessons was on magnets. We
learned about how magnets have poles. If you put two magnets together, the opposite poles (north to
south or south to north) attract, and the magnets come together. We also built an electromagnet out
of wire and a battery. The more wire coiled, and the bigger the battery, the stronger the magnet. 

In this time, when we are separated from others in so many ways, how can we draw near those we
love? How can we come closer to those who desperately need our love and care? 

The theme of our January (and December 30) Moments of Comfort is Closer. Each video asks what
God would do to bring us closer. Jim Elsner will explore those things that separate us from others and
those things that bring us closer. 

We also want to draw ever closer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We want to be a part of His
family. Thankfully, we don't have to be on the outside looking in. 

Ephesians 2:13 says, "now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by
the blood of Christ."  

Through baptism, we have been made a child in God's family. We can come close because the blood
of Christ has taken care of the sin that separated us from our loving Father. Now that we are close to
our God, we act in a way that draws others closer together and closer to Him. 

May you daily be encouraged by the knowledge that you are a part of a close family, a family brought
together by Jesus Christ.

CLOSER

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of 
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in

this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

How can we draw closer to others?

Tommy Moll
Content Manager
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January 24, 2021 – Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Psalm 62; Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20
“God’s Call” - Sermon Text: Jonah 3:10
Rev. Thomas Eggold
God’s call cannot be ignored. Through the call of His gracious Word, He puts our
sinful nature to death, so that He can raise us to new life. And that is what the
story of Jonah is all about.

Year 2021  |  Series B

January 10, 2021 – First Sunday after the Epiphany 
*Baptism of Our Lord Observed
Psalm 29; Romans 6:1-11; Mark 1:4-11
“Our Servant King” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:11
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Jesus Christ is both our Lord and our Savior. As Our Servant King, He reveals
God as commanding enough to be our Sovereign while caring enough to be our
Servant.

January 17, 2021 – Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Psalm 139:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:18-20; John 1:43-51
“Your Connection to Heaven” - Sermon Text: John 1:51
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We tend to think of heaven as far removed from this earth, as a place we will go to
someday. Indeed, we are not yet in heaven, but we are right now joined to
heaven. How is this so, and what does this mean for us here on earth?

Centuries before the magi brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh, the prophet
Isaiah prophesied nations would come from afar to worship this Light. This Light
– Jesus Christ – shines upon us as well. Royalty and peasants alike receive and
rejoice in this Light!

Worship Anew in January
January 3, 2021 – Second Sunday after Christmas 
*The Epiphany of Our Lord Observed
Psalm 72:1-11; Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-2
“Your Light Has Come!” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Rev. William Mueller

January 31, 2021 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Mark 1:21-28
“Authority of God” - Sermon Text: Deuteronomy 18:15
Rev. Shayne Jonker
Jesus Christ is Lord, the Holy One of God, and He says you are forgiven and holy
and justified. That’s a Word you can count on. That’s a Word you can die with.
That’s a Word with the authority of God.
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Following the 50th Anniversary of Worship for Shut-Ins (2015) the board underwent strategic planning that
led to the program's name being changed to Worship Anew in 2017. Moments of Comfort, a weekly video
devotional was unveiled in 2018. New media equipment, staffing, and broadcast markets were unveiled in
2019. The acquisition of the daily devotional Hope-Full Living was completed in the fall of 2020.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Fort
Wayne, Ind., seeing the needs of 
its congregation and the surrounding 

With the Lord’s blessing, the ministry grew,
and facilities and technology advanced. We
moved from their long-time home at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church and opened the Wolf
Chapel and Elsie Rossman Media Center on
the campus of Concordia Theological
Seminary in 2010. 

Lutheran Ministries Media
Celebrating with OYEARS

ANNIVERSARY

area, took up the challenge of restarting the television ministry,
Worship for Shut-Ins, after the passing of Rev. Oswald Bertram in
1979. In the fall of 1980, Fort Wayne’s WPTA began broadcasting
Worship for Shut-Ins for the first time under the new flagship of
Lutheran Ministries Media, Incorporated (LMM).

Volunteers, Bob Scheimann and Jerry Hapke, show the view from a
camera at Holy Cross

The Wolf Chapel studio where each worship service is filmed

Ken Schilf ceremonially breaks ground on the Wolf
Chapel and Elsie Rossman Media Center on the
campus of Concordia Theological Seminary with

board member Steve Bolyard

Top left photo: 
From left to right

Paul Melin: Program Director
Ray Huebschman: first

executive director
Ken Schilf: executive director

emeritus

Center right photo:
Worship Anew production at

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in
the Lupke Chapel

Paul and Carolyn Wolf, following the
dedication of the cross, donated by the 

W. Paul Wolf family in 2019 



Worship Anew has been such a blessing to many
people and volunteers. I have real respect for
Ozzy Bertrum as a leader and all of the people
who he touched and then through Holy Cross
continued on."

— SUSAN TILL, long time volunteer and past
board president

"WSFI/Worship Anew has withstood the test of
time. Starting in Toledo, Ohio in 1965, this TV
ministry has brought Christ to millions of people -
believers as well as those who don't know Christ.

It was so amazing that when I was ED, there
were about 150 volunteers for LMM. All praise be
to the Lord for providing them."

— KEN SHILF, executive director emeritus of
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.

"LMM and its Worship Anew is a rare jewel
available to all Christians regardless of affiliation
to provide a comforting message. Also, LMM and
its Hope-Full Living publication provides a quick
reference and quick access to inspirational
messages when Worship Anew is not airing. I
would like to share my sincere support of and
believe in the ministry and ask those who can, to
share their time and treasure in support of its
mission."

— MAX MYERS, legal counsel for Lutheran 
 Ministries Media and its original incorporator

"Wow! Forty years of blessings for Worship
Anew. Our faithful Lord has blessed this program
with God fearing, Gospel minded Pastors who
each week share the message of salvation to a
sin sick world. Little did we know in those early
years how this outreach would touch the lives of
thousands of people literally around the world. I
think of Pastors Stalder and Westra who shared
the message for many years. I think of Ken
Schilf’s enormous growing of the ministry through
the power of God and for Don Luepke’s warm
greetings at the beginning of the program.

Now, under the leadership of Matthew Leighty
and his team, Worship Anew remains faithful to
its goal of preaching the Gospel to every nation.
May our Lord continue to bless this ministry for
many years until our Lord returns."

— RAY HUEBSCHMAN, first executive director
and founder of Lutheran Ministries Media 

"I was privileged to be at the beginning of the
reboot of Worship Anew 40 years ago.

Ray Huebschman was the man who made it
happen. He insisted on broadcast quality
equipment and secured the financing to, not only
purchase it, but to buy time on the local TV
station.

It is now my wife and my privilege to be weekly
viewers because of the recent pandemic. It has
blessed us with the continuing message of the
Gospel. Thank you to all who share of their time,
skill, and talent in making the broadcast
possible."

— REV. JOHN WESTRA, long timepastor on the
program and one of the founders of Lutheran
Ministry Media

From Beginning
to Beyond 

"As I reflect on the many blessings the Lord has
bestowed upon this ministry over the past 40
years, I'm grateful so many have come to hear the
love of our Savior Jesus Christ through the work of
the Holy Spirit, using faithful people who have
guided and directed this ministry over those many
years. Worship Anew boldly continues in this
service, as we see a future in desperate need of
hearing the vital proclamation of God's Word."

— MATTHEW LEIGHTY, executive director of
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.

Hear from those who built and bless
Lutheran Ministries Media



         Remember          

the past, 

celebrate the

present, look

forward to the

future. It’s going 

to be OK, 

in the Lord.

What I have learned, unlearned, and wish
I had learned in my first 80 years of life! 

A good 

quote to live by

is “I might be

wrong and you

might be right!”

Laugh with

people rather

than at people.

Remember

that “He who

laughs, lasts!”

Don’t take

myself so

seriously –

“Lighten Up!”,

the Lord has

me covered.

       There is so                 

much to learn 

just by listening,

watching and

being with the

younger and

the older.

    Ask for help.

    It makes them

feel good about

themselves, and

enables me to

continue to do

things with

others.

999I will have 

 great days and

I will have bad

days, but that’s

okay. The Lord

has me covered.

         Being 80 years             

 old doesn’t 

mean that I know

everything, but it

does mean that by

now I should know

that I don’t know

everything!

 If I want

     someone 

to always

accept, listen,

and agree

with me, 

get a dog!

             The Lord has  

           given me 80

years of life for a

reason. Decide

what He wants me

to do each day and

do it as well 

as I can. 

           Be honest. 

           No need to 

be ornery, but let

others know my

real feelings

about life, faith,

family, politics,

church life.

    Live one 

    day at a 

time, and try to

do something

nice for someone

each day. And

even more on

some days!

      Perhaps 

my contribution

to the world is

not something I

do but rather

someone I raise.

      Prayer 

is the bridge

between

panic and

peace!

       Don’t say,

“Why me?”

say, “Why not

me?” or even,

“Try me!”

Some 

people do not

expect much

from an 80 year

old. Surprise

them!

808080
222111 333 Listen

more

than

I talk.

444 555

666 101010    Forgive 

             myself when

I mess up. It frees

me and it helps

others to feel good

about being able

to support and

encourage me.

777 888

111111 141414 151515                Talk to the              

             younger and

the older each day

about my life, faith,

joys, and concerns.

And listen and

affirm those

around me, too!

121212 131313

161616 191919 202020        It is okay

              to say “huh”

whenever you

need to, especially

to keep the 

conversation

going!

171717 181818

          As I age, 

           there is a 

feeling that I am

losing some of the

confidence I had

when I was

younger.

212121              Thank the 

Lord for those who

know me through

and through and

still love me all in

all. They are called

“Family”!

242424 252525    And 
         finally, 

I am so proud

that today I can

say, “I just

shaved an 80

year old man!”

              Remember

my mentors. They

have been God’s

special gifts to me

which I often have

taken for granted.

222222             It is okay 

to say “I can’t do

that” and let

others take over

and receive 

the credit.

232323

Rich Bimler is the editor-at-large of Hope-Full-Living,  past president of the We Raise

Foundation, longtime advocate for older adults living life to the fullest, and... 

an overall amazing man of God. Worship Anew wishes you a Happy (belated) Birthday!
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HOPE-FULL LIVING HAS AN APP!HOPE-FULL LIVING HAS AN APP!

5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!

Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media

Phone (260) 471-5683  |  Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002

WorshipAnew.LMM

We are excited to announce that Hope-Full Living, our daily devotion for living life to the fullest, now
has an app! The app will give you access to the Hope-Full Living daily devotion as well as past
devotions. Each devotion includes a Bible verse, meditation, prayer, suggested Bible readings, and
an action you can take to reinforce the message of the devotion. Just search for "Hope-Full Living"
in Apple App Store or the Google Play Store and download. To order a print subscription or to learn
more, go to www.HopeFullLiving.org or call 1-800-779-0846. 

HOPE-FULL LIVING FOR LIFEHOPE-FULL LIVING FOR LIFE
Worship Anew is offering an exciting opportunity to support the ministry that shares the love of Jesus
through ministry and media. By enrolling in the Mesing Legacy Society, you will receive a
complimentary lifetime subscription to Hope-Full Living, our print daily devotion released quarterly.  

You can join the Mesing Legacy Society by adding Worship Anew to your estate plans including
provisions in a will, trust, retirement plan, or insurance policy.

If you would like more details regarding how to include Worship Anew in your estate plans, please reach
out to the Development Office at (888)286-8002, e-mail Giving@WorshipAnew.org, or mark your
interest in receiving information on the front of the donation response form.


