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When I was 7, my dad helped a family friend
by dressing up as Santa Claus for their
family’s Christmas party. What really stands
out in my memory was that neither of our cars
were working that night, at least very well. We
had an Impala station wagon and a Square
Body Chevy truck. My dad managed to get
our truck started and so my mom, sister, and I
went with him so we could stay in the truck to
keep it running while my dad went into the
children’s party to pretend to be Santa and
give out a small toy to each of the children. I
was so anxious and afraid that the truck
would just stop, and we would be stranded
somewhere in the country on that dark wintery
night. However, my parents continually
assured me that as long as the truck kept
running, it wouldn’t stop, and everything
would be fine. I remember sitting there in the
cab of the truck for what felt like forever, but
was probably no more than half hour, while
my mom shared with us licorice candy, and
we listened to Christmas songs on the radio.

As we look forward to Christmas, I can never
imagine what emotions might fill your heart
during this time. While there is great joy in
celebrating the birth of the Christ child, I know
there are many who have feelings of sadness,
loneliness, and despair. 

As we journey through this time together, I
urge you to take in the wonder and the
beauty of what God did for us and for all
people in our Savior’s birth over two
thousand years ago. This is shared so
beautifully in one of my favorite Christmas
hymns, “What Child Is This.” 

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Worship Anew journeys with you during this
special time of the year to bring you the
comfort found in God’s Word. We join
together in praise and adoration at Jesus’
birth. The Word becomes flesh and dwells
among us. We have joy that Christ is born.
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Certainly, people have seen the importance
of this ministry in 2021. As a result, your
prayers and support for Worship Anew are
allowing us to reach more people than we
could ever imagine. Thanks be to God for
His bountiful goodness! As we look forward
to Christmas, and celebrate the birth of
Christ, let our gladness banish all sadness
because our Savior came to save the world
and is Lord of all.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director



Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

SEPTEMBER MOMENTS OF COMFORT

9/1/21 Change of Perspective 2 Corinthians 5:17
9/8/21 Time for a Change Isaiah 43:19

Change is God's Plan Jeremiah 29:11

9/22/21 Waiting for Change 2 Peter 2:9

9/29/21 Change is Glorious Romans 12:1-2

If you are in Christ, you are a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

"There are two young fish swimming along who
happen to meet an older fish. The older fish nods
at them and says: 

'Morning boys, how's the water?'  
 The two young fish swim on for bit and then
eventually one of them looks over at the other
and asks:  
 

'What's water?'"  

9/15/21
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Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

DECEMBER SCHEDULE

12/1/21 On the Run Psalm 139:7

12/8/21 Can Present Be a Party Psalm 95:2

On the Path Psalm 16:11

12/22/21 Keep Me Close Psalm 51:11

What does it mean to be present? In school,
being present may have meant sitting in your
seat with a no. 2 pencil in hand, ready to
launch into the first assignment of the day. 

What does it mean that God is present? When
Peter realized that he was standing in the
presence of God, he fell to his knees and called
out, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O
Lord.”

How do you feel about Jesus being near? Does
it bring you comfort to know that your Lord is
always close to you? Maybe somedays you feel
as Peter did, you recognize how far your sin
separates you from God, and that's all you see.

Would it make a difference in your life if you
knew that God desired for you to be close?

For our December Moments
of Comfort, we will dive 
into what it means to be in
God's presence, how we can 
celebrate it, and what it drives 
us to do.  

Our prayer is that you will be able to say with
confidence the words of Psalm 73:28, 

"But for me it is good to be near God;
I have made the Lord God my refuge,
that I may tell of all your works."

No matter how far you may be, or feel, from
those you love, God is near. Even so, we pray,
"Come, Lord Jesus!"

12/15/21

12/29/21 Be Near to Go Far Psalm 73:28



“Merry Christmas!” The greeting rings out with
gusto and sincerity. The honest response in
many cases might be, “Thanks, but I’m having a
MESSY Christmas!” That’s the kind of
Christmas you have when not much turns out
the way you hope and plan.Christmas can be
more messy than merry. 

That’s the kind of Christmas Mary and Joseph
had 2000 years ago: a very messy Christmas.
Mary was expecting a baby before she and
Joseph were married. She was about to give
birth far away from home after a long and
tiring journey. They were surrounded by
strangers upset to have had their lives
disrupted by the government, forced to travel
long distances so they could stand in long lines
and fill out long forms and pay more taxes.
There was a “no vacancy” sign on every hotel in
town. They finally got to stay in some kind of
cave or shed, and that’s where their Child was
born. No jingle bells, no celebrations, no
glittering packages with beautiful bows. No crib
for a bed, but only a manger for the little Lord
Jesus to lay down His sweet head. Not a merry
Christmas, but a very messy Christmas.

“And she gave birth to her firstborn, a Son.”In
the person of Jesus, God got Himself physically,
personally involved in this world. He got
Himself into this mess of ours, to walk through
it with us, to weep with us, to laugh with us, to
comfort us, to challenge us, to call us to follow
Him on the path to life that is truly life, life
with Him forever. 

If and when things don’t go as you hope and
plan this Christmas, remember that Christmas is
not about things going perfectly or even
tolerably. It’s about God becoming one of us to
bring us back to Him. It’s about God getting His
hands dirty and bloody, loving us too much to
let us go to hell, loving us so much that He
placed our sins upon His Son, crediting us with
the holiness of Christ. 

Nobody wants a messy Christmas, but a messy
Christmas can open our hearts to the real
message of Christmas: “The Word of God
became flesh and made His dwelling among us
. . . the only-begotten Son of the Father, full of
grace and truth.” A messy Christmas can get
our eyes and minds and hearts off the baubles
and bows, the glitz and the glitter. The mess
creates a longing to hear the message, and in
the midst of the mess we behold the Messenger
who is the Messiah: Jesus. 

He makes a messy Christmas a merry Christmas
too.

Rev. Richard Koehneke retired as senior pastor of
Holy Cross, Fort Wayne in 2009. He served as
one of the five regular preachers on "Worship for
Shut-Ins". He and his wife Mary joined St. Peter's,
Fort Wayne in 2010.
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December 5, 2021 – Second Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 66:1-12; Malachi 3:1-7b; Luke 3:1-14 
“Sharing the Word” - Sermon Text: Malachi 3:1-7b - Rev. Paul Shoemaker  

John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. Through our words and actions, we
help to prepare the way so others may hear and believe in our Savior. 

Hi God! Can you imagine addressing the Lord of the Universe in such a familiar way?
When we recognize that He became flesh, that He “moved into the neighborhood” of our
messy lives and, through our witness, into the lives of others . . . then we rejoice that He
became one of us. 

Worship AnewWorship Anew in December in December
Year 2021  |  Series C

December 19, 2021 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
*The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day Observed
Psalm 2; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-14 
“Hi God!” - Sermon Text: John 1:1, 14 - 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

December 12, 2021 – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 85; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-28 
“The Lord is at Hand!” - Sermon Text: Philippians 4:4-7 - Rev. William Mueller 

The Apostle Paul is moved by the Spirit of God to write encouraging words to God’s
beleaguered, but faithful, people. Do not let your current circumstances be the final
verdict on God’s assessment of you. Instead, look to Jesus and rejoice that the Lord
is at hand! 

December 26, 2021 – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 111; Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15; Luke 2:29-30 
“Life After Christmas” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:22-40 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 

In the days to come, as the decorations go back into the attic, as the lights come
down, and as the tree disappears from the living room, please remember that the
Christmas story doesn’t end here. And, as we begin a New Year and move forward
each day in Christ, we draw closer to the truth that there is life after Christmas.
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Have you heard of AmazonSmile? It is a simple way for you to support Worship Anew

every time you shop, at NO COST to you!  When you shop with AmazonSmile, you'll

find the same products at the same low prices, with the added benefit that

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to Worship Anew. That

means if you use AmazonSmile to do your Christmas shopping this year, you

can give to Worship Anew while giving to your loved ones! 

Go to smile.amazon.com to get started today!

Gifts of Love

Have you ever noticed that gift-giving has its own language?  
  

We often receive gifts and say things like, “Oh! You didn’t need to get me anything!” The giver
usually responds by saying things like, “I know, but I wanted to.” Or “I know, but I saw this and
thought of you.” Or “I knew you needed one of these."  
  

While we sometimes give gifts out of a sense of obligation, we usually give them for the reasons
stated above. We give gifts to people because we know they would like them, or we know they could
use them. Mostly, we give gifts because we want someone to know they are loved. The gift is a
tangible expression of that love.  
  

Our desire to give comes from the One who created us. In his epistle, James tells us that, “Every
good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow" (1:17).  
  

As we prepare our hearts this advent season, we are reminded of the darkness in which we live and
the reason we need a savior. In our shame, we are tempted to say to God, “Oh! You didn’t need to
get me anything. I did not get anything for you!"  
  

God responds by giving us his Son because He wants to, because He is always thinking of us, and
because we needed it.   
  

1 John 4:9 says, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him.”  To be made manifest means to be made visible,
apparent. The tiny baby wrapped in swaddling clothes is a tangible expression of God’s love. He is a
gift given out of love for all of us – a love that is fully revealed in Christ’s work on the cross! 

Give while giving!
W I T H  A M A Z O N S M I L E

by Gina Teeple, 
Director of Development and Ministry Relations



Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!
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Thrivent Choice Dollars
Are you a member of Thrivent®? 

Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health
insurance products.
Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and
annuity products.

You may be eligible to support the ministry
of Worship Anew with your Choice Dollars! 

To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be
a client with benefit membership. Individual eligibility is also based on at least
one of the following:

You can direct your Choice Dollars online at thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  You
will need to login with your username and password.  You can also call (800)
847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice®" after the prompt.

All Choice Dollars must be directed by March 31, 2021!

Don't let your Choice Dollars expire.  Call or go online today to help Worship
Anew share Christ's love. 
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