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Yes, Jesus Loves You!
On the Sunday, December 20 program of Worship
Anew, we hear another beautiful classic, Silent
Night. To this day, singing this song in church on
Christmas Eve gives me immense comfort and
peace. Follow along with me in verse three, Silent
night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from thy holy face, With the
dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy
birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
When singing this song on that Sunday morning,
The other night as we were reading the bedtime

know that thousands near and far will be singing

devotion with my three daughters, something

those same words with you. Thanks be to God

triggered in my head an Elvis Presley song. I

that His Spirit is thus growing in your heart and

don’t recall why or which one because I was

the hearts of so many.

quickly distracted by all three of my girls asking,
“Who’s Elvis Presley?” I couldn’t believe they
didn’t know who Elvis Presley was, so I quickly
had to play for them an Elvis song. Needless to
say, they weren’t impressed. My 10-year-old
promptly said, “His songs sound boring.” My 8year-old asked, “Does he only sing love songs?”
And as I was trying to defend a song from the
“King of Rock and Roll” to my young daughters,
my five-year-old chimed in and said, “It’s not as
good as Jesus Loves Me, Daddy. Now that’s a
good song!”

This year has had many ups and downs. We are
grateful for the multitude who have supported
Worship Anew in these challenging times. As
many people have not been able to attend church,
we have come alongside them to bring God’s
Word and hope. And while the end of the year
nears, we still have a long way to go to meet our
financial goal for 2020. I’m asking you today to
help us fulfill our mission of proclaiming the
Gospel through your financial support. As we
journey through the season of Advent, to
Christmas and that baby in the manger, may you

Well, I couldn’t argue with that! Jesus Loves Me

always be filled with peace and know that -

is a great song and a perennial favorite on

YES, JESUS LOVE YOU!

Worship Anew. After all, are there any words
more beautiful than, “Jesus loves me?” In this
beloved song, it is said over and over again.
What a poignant reminder this Christmas that our
God loves us so much that He came into this
world, born of humble means, to suffer and die

Matthew F. Leighty

for our sins.

Executive Director

Hopes and Dreams

December Moments of Comfort

What’s on your wish list? A BB gun? A bicycle? Probably not. As we get older, what we want
usually involves experiences and people we love over things we might want. The holidays are a
time to take a break from the normal and have the experiences we’ve been hoping for. It’s a time
to rest, to connect, to celebrate. These days are set apart for worshipping our God, thanking Him
for the gifts He’s given us, and drawing closer to those we love.
But what about the holidays that are a disaster? Not every family celebration is what you hoped it
would be. Whenever we bring people together, we bring together people who are each sinners
and a saints. Whenever we plan for a gathering, we have an image, a dream of what it should look
like. This can set us up for stress as we prepare, or disappointment when things don’t go as
planned.
Sometimes our seasonal gatherings can stir up the serious issues that have been held at a bay
during the routines of everyday life. Serious family conflict, substance abuse, and depression can
all be exacerbated during the holidays.
Where is our hope?
In Ephesians, Paul prays that our eyes might not be focused on material things, events, or
experiences. The riches we receive in Jesus Christ are not a perfect turkey and a dinner where no
one talks about politics. Our riches are in heaven. Our blessings are of faith.
In this Moments of Comfort series, we’ll learn about how we can experience our heavenly riches in
the midst of a wish list gone awry. May our hope always be in the hard work, in the sacrifice, and
in the glory we have in our savior, Jesus Christ.

December Moments of Comfort
Theme: Hopes and Dreams
December 2 – "The Eyes of the Heart" – Ephesians 1:18
December 9 – "A Labor of Love" – 1 Thessalonians 1:3
December 16 – “Longing for Normal” – Romans 8:18
December 23 – “God With Us" – Psalm 33:22
Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in
this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker
and contributor since 2008.

Worship Anew in December
December 6, 2020 – Second Sunday in Advent
Psalm 85:1-7; 2 Peter 3:3, 5, 7-13; Mark 1:1-8
“Judgement Day Truths” - Sermon Text: 2 Peter 3:3, 5, 7-13 Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
On Judgment Day God will destroy the universe with fire. That truth reveals other
truths about God. All these truths give us believers great encouragement. We
joyfully live for the Lord now and look forward to the Last Day.
December 13, 2020 – Third Sunday in Advent
Psalm 126; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28
“Giving Up for Advent” - Sermon Text: John 1:23
Rev. Thomas Eggold
Jesus came to be the Way for those who were lost; and Jesus came to be
the Truth for those who were confused; and Jesus came to be the Life for those
who were dead. Jesus Christ came to save us sinners, to create new hearts, to
cleanse consciences, and to change our lives. That is what God’s Son does with
repentant heart…and that is why the Advent message matters!

December 20, 2020 – Fourth Sunday in Advent
*The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day Observed
Psalm 98; Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20
“The Usual Christmas?” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:11Rev. Shayne Jonker
If we look into the manger and gush over the image of a sweet and pure child,
but see no cross, we miss the whole point. If we forget that this precious child
came to shed His precious blood for sin, then why are we even celebrating him
anyway? For this is the perfect and spotless Lamb of God, appointed for
sacrifice, to take away the sins of the world. This doesn't happen every day, but
it did happen on Christmas and Good Friday.
December 27, 2020 – First Sunday after Christmas
Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40
“We Are Family” - Sermon Text: Galatians 4:4-7 –
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
The birth of a child is a special event for the entire family. The birth of our Savior
was a special event that changed each person’s future. As a child and an heir, we
have an eternal inheritance.
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Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.

For broadcast time, check local listings for
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.

WorshipAnew.org

sponsorship
OPPORTUNITIES
2021
On-air sponsorships, as seen at the end of Worship Anew programs, are opportunities for viewers to
highlight special occasions or to remember a dear loved one. These gifts are also a way to benefit the
ongoing mission of this ministry through financial support. Worship Anew is announcing new on-air
sponsorships that will begin with donations made in 2021.
This update reflects the first change since on-air sponsorships were established on the program over
15 years ago. The new model will allow for more sponsorship opportunities and will be better
structured for those seeking to support Worship Anew in this important way. Also, the change means
the same sponsorships will appear on all viewing markets (both television and online) and no longer
be divided among different areas of the country.
The current sponsorship amounts will remain throughout the rest of 2020. This new model will begin
with donations made in 2021.

2021 Gifts for On-Air Sponsorships
Gifts of Love - $1500

Gifts of Grace - $500

The only voiced-over
sponsorship on a program

One of the multiple sponsorships
scrolled on a program

If you have questions or would like more details regarding the new sponsorship opportunities, please
reach out to the Development Office at (888)286-8002 or e-mail Giving@WorshipAnew.org.

The Weight of a Season
here is something about this season that has a weightiness to it.
I don’t mean a seriousness. We work very, very hard never to be serious in our world today. No, I mean a
weightiness, that we are weighed down by many cares and worries.

In my own congregation we are weighed down with death. The deaths may be recent, they may be more
distant, but it seems as though death is in the air right now. Who will not be at the altar this Christmas?
Who is no longer among us that has been here for it seems as long as there has been a church? The list is
longer than usual.
Seven years ago yesterday my wife and I lost a child in the womb. His name is Emmanuel. Four years
before that, we lost a child named Nadia. While the grief of these losses is distant, their cry seems to echo
through the years, and I hear them even now.
But it isn’t just death that weighs us down, it is the effects of death. It is what the ancients would call
corruption. There is distance in families that shouldn’t be there. Love that grows cold. Hearts that harden
at the sorrows of the day. There is an uncertainty, a hesitation about the future. What will happen
tomorrow? How will I survive? Must I brace myself for another onslaught of grief and heartache? Is there
no end to what we must face in this world?
That is the weight of December. That is why the days are so long, and the nights even longer. And no
amount of sugar, caffeine, or alcohol can make it all go away.
But there is One who will lift the weight. Jesus Christ is the one who comes into our flesh and blood.
Christmas is about how our Lord takes on the frailty of human flesh so that we can take on the hope of the
divine life. It is a strange exchange, that is for sure. But it is very real. Christ, our Lord, raises our humanity
up by taking it into Himself. This is why we pray on Advent IV:
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

As you pray, and wait, and fret, and worry, and scurry through this holy season, be of good cheer! Your
suffering will come to an end. There is a resurrection for you and me, and for all those who are in Christ.
The future is bright, because it is in Christ.
Reverend Todd A. Peperkorn

Reverend Todd A. Peperkorn is an author, speaker, and the senior pastor at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
in Rocklin, CA. You can find this blog post and learn more about Reverend Peperkorn's ministry at
www.darkmyroad.org. You can also download a pdf of his excellent book on depression, I Trust When
Dark My Road, on his website or by going to www.LCMS.org and searching by the book title.

Ministry
During
COVID
Worship Anew has met the vital needs of many people by sharing God’s Word during this time of the
pandemic. People are often asking how we’re doing as a ministry.
Because Worship Anew airs on America Forces Network television, AFN must receive each week’s
program at least two months in advance. Therefore, as the pandemic was spiking in March and April, we
were in a good position with our content, even as most of our ministry team worked remotely from home.
We held off returning to the studio to record new footage until restrictions were partially lifted in June. At
that point, we had a small number of pastor recordings before we had our regular summer break from
production. When productions resumed at the beginning of September, we continued to follow the
guidelines set forth, such as face coverings and social distancing.
The most complicated aspect of video production has been recording hymns for Worship Anew. Our
preference is to record traditional choir ensembles, and that was not possible in our current situation.
Thankfully, here again, we were able to utilize videos that were recorded before COVID-19. As we record
new content in the immediate future, we’ll be using quartets and following appropriate guidelines.
By visiting our website, www.WorshipAnew.org, you can find and share information about how to connect
with our various forms of content, such as ways to watch Worship Anew, our video devotionals Moments
of Comfort, and read our daily devotional Hope-Full Living. This can be found under the Resource tab
and titled, “Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resources”.
The ministry team’s significant effort has allowed Worship Anew to continue our vital mission of sharing
Christ’s love in the face of COVID-19. It’s important to know that ministry continues at Worship Anew,
especially in these trying times. Your prayers and support of this work are extremely important as we
reach many people every day with God’s Word. You are loved and cared for by us and, most of all, by
our Father in heaven. May the peace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be with you now and until we
see His glorious face.

Share the gift of Christmas.
We have a special Christmas page on our website with
Christmas services, Moments of Comfort messages, and HopeFull Living devotions. Point others to the life-giving Gospel of
Jesus Christ, sent to live, die, and rise for our salvation. Go to
www.worshipanew.org and click on the banner at the top of
the page.

Give the Gift of
Hope-Full Living
Do you still have your Christmas
shopping left to do? Is there someone
you just remembered that could use a
special gift this Christmas? What about
sharing the gift of God's Word with our
daily devotional, Hope-Full Living?
You can order a gift subscription by going
to www.HopeFullLiving.org.
If you want to keep your spending to a
minimum this season, share the HopeFull Living website with someone you
know could use hope this Christmas.
They can read each devotion as they're
released daily.
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