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You are my 
hiding place.
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In Psalm 32:6, the psalmist says, "Let everyone
who is godly offer prayer to you at a time
when you may be found…" Our confession to
God is not made through our words or deeds but
in our hearts.  

Then we hear in 32:7 those beautiful words, 
“You are a hiding place for me; you preserve
me from trouble; you surround me with
shouts of deliverance.” God embraces us with
His grace and mercy. He holds us in His loving
arms. And He seeks for us to be forever 
near Him. 

In my home, we've been enjoying weekly
“Liturgy with the Family” gatherings. This is
time spent in the liturgy and singing our favorite
hymns. Times like these throughout our day are
critical and a vital opportunity to draw close
with our Lord and sing His praises. I encourage
you to find times in your day when you can sit
and meditate on prayers, hymns, liturgy, and
Bible passages that will give you strength amid
life’s adversities.   

This is the time of year when donations are often
the lowest. Still, our major expenses, such as
broadcast fees to air Worship Anew, remain the
same month to month. This means your gift to
Worship Anew today is important so we can
continue to share the love of Jesus through
ministry and media. Thank you for your vital
support. May you always be preserved from
trouble and feel the presence of our loving Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

You are a hiding place for me; you preserve
me from trouble; you surround me with
shouts of deliverance. (Psalm 32:7)   

One of the great blessings of my professional life
has been the privilege of always working in a
place that has a chapel or sanctuary. Countless
times, over the years, when going through
despair, I have found refuge in visiting that place
at any time to pray, meditate on Scripture, and
find peace and comfort in our loving Savior.  

We now find ourselves in a situation where we
may not have been able to even enter the
church doors for several weeks or months. And
that can lead to feelings of great despair. Praise
be to God that Worship Anew has been at the
heart of these trying times as a way for so many
people to hear God’s Word spoken through a 
caring pastor, moving meditations on Scripture,
and beautiful choirs singing those hymns we
know and love.  

In worship, we receive God's gifts, which
include His Word and the forgiveness of sins. 

Draw Close to the Lord!



WorshipAnew.org/MOC

What did you want to be when you were in first grade? A 
racecar driver? An author? A nuclear scientist? A farmer? 
Who are you now? Where is your identity?  

At any age, it's easy to wrap up our identity in what we do.
As a mother, you make decisions as a mother. If you're a leader in your work, you carry that with
you into other areas of your life. 

What happens when you lose your identity? The loss of a job, status, or a loved one can suddenly
leave you feeling aimless, without an identity. What if our identity has always been somewhere
else?  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Our Moments of Comfort for September reminds us where our identity is. Each week we'll explore
Our Identity in Christ. We'll reflect on how Jesus humbled himself as a servant, so we are
servants also. Jesus forgave, so we also forgive. 

When we live in Christ, and our identity is in Him, it changes the way we see ourselves. No longer
do we need to be the best in order to know we are loved. No longer do we need to be wealthy to
know that we have everything we need. In Christ we have a new perspective, and it changes
everything. 

We pray that these Moments of Comfort may encourage you in your faith and remind you that your
identity is in Jesus Christ, Who gave His life to make you His own. 

September Moments of Comfort
 Contributor: DCE Paul R. Wendt |  Theme: Our Identity in Christ

September 2 – "We're #Servant! (Not #1!)" – Matthew 18:14
September 9 – "Forgiven, We Forgive" – Matthew 18:22

September 16 – “Win – Win!” – Philippians 1:21
September 23 – “God at Work – Work it Out!”– Philippians 2:12-13

September 30 – "Who Needs Help?" – Philippians 4:4-7

Where's Your ID?

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of 
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in

this life with the comforting message of God's Word.



Murky waters…

I remember the time I was on a mission trip

to Latvia with two of my, then favorite

college students, now very dear friends. We

were teaching ESL on a farm in

unseasonably warm 96 degree weather.

There was a pretty little lake to swim in.

During a break one day, we got our bathing

suits on, slathered on some sunscreen,

grabbed a beach towel, and headed to the

lake.

The water was refreshing, although

surprisingly murky, which is how we found

out a tiny bit too late that the lake was also

the habitat for thousands of leeches.

I about lost my stuff.

I had the closest thing to a panic attack I’ve

ever experienced. My breath stopped mid-

swim. I was sinking. I was powerless to move

my arms or my legs, yet somehow I was still

chopping, still kicking at the water in a

hopeless, full-on flail. My eyes were wide

open, but I could see nothing as I went

under in those murky waters, aware of only

those little black slithering creatures that I

was sure were out to get me.

Then, strength and power reached down.

I felt two hands grab under my arms. There

were legs kicking me to shore and the

familiar voice of my friend David assuring

me it was going to be okay,

“It’ll be alright. I have you. I’ve got you.”

Anything God develops for good, Satan will

overdevelop for his purposes. While fear

wasn’t there at Creation, God certainly gave

each of us an innate sense of danger, which

kicked in full throttle for me that day at the

lake.

This makes fear, anxiety, and worry messy

things within themselves. Add that to the

murky waters of a messy life and it gets

complicated quickly.

Whether you deal with anxiety yourself, care

for those who experience anxiety in your

family or as a professional, or you want to be

more aware of how to speak

encouragement and life to people in your

church and in your neighborhood, know

that we are in this walk together.

God is the greater, stronger, perfect version

of my friend at the lake. He reaches in and

picks us up from the murky waters of life.

Sometimes He rescues us from the lake,

and sometimes he chooses to help us swim

through the mud, but He is at work.

Fear, Anxiety, and Worry

by Heidi Goehmann

Writer, Deaconess, and licensed clinical social
worker-Heidi Goehmann writes and advocates
around the topics of mental health, relationships,
and Jesus. She is a certified EMDR clinician and
trained in Gottman methods for marriage and 
family therapy.

Heidi can always be found at heidigoehmann.com
which provides resources and advocacy for mental
health and genuine relationship.
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September 6, 2020 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 32:1-7; Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 18:10-20
“Sinners, Listen to David!” - Sermon Text: Psalm 32:1-7
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We are sinners. That is the sad reality. But more can and must be said – listen 
to what David has to say!

September 13, 2020 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 103:1-12; Genesis 50:15-21; Matthew 18:21-35
“The Merciful Master” - Sermon Text: Matthew 18:25-27
Rev. Thomas Eggold 
As you consider your sin and struggle with the burden of guilt that we all bear,
today’s reading will bring you the promise that because of the atoning work of
Jesus Christ, the Master has canceled your debt and welcomed you into His
kingdom. And now, because of this unfathomable gift of grace you and I can 
forgive our brother or sister from the heart.

September 20, 2020 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 27:1-9; Isaiah 55:6-9; Matthew 20:1-16
“Unfair!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 20:15
Rev. Shayne Jonker
One of the toughest pills for religion to swallow is the idea that God justifies the
ungodly and that our salvation at the world’s end is not based on our works, our
achievements and our accomplishments, but the sheer grace of God in His Son
Jesus Christ who doles out a denarius of salvation to everyone alike, whether a 
life long Christian or a deathbed convert.

Year 2020  |  Series A

Jesus’ authority comes from His Father. He uses that authority to bring eternal
healing and life. Yet many challenge His divine authority even though He uses it
for our benefit. 

Worship Anew in September

September 27, 2020 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 25:1-10; Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18; Matthew 21:23-27
“By What Authority” - Sermon Text: Matthew 21:23-27
Rev. Paul Shoemaker

Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.

For broadcast time, check local listings for 
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.
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Let us send you Hope-Full Living as
appreciation for your support. 

COVID-19 has forced a lot of changes to be made this
year. One event we were looking forward to was our 2020
Elsie Rossman Memorial Golf Outing held in Fort Wayne,
IN. This event is our only annual fundraiser and this is a
year that we are sorely missing our in-person connections
with donors. 

One thing COVID-19 hasn't changed is our need for your
financial support. Please consider donating to help more
people hear about Jesus and His free gift of salvation. To
donate, go to WorshipAnew.org/donate

Copyright © 2020 Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Because the ministry sends mail at the nonprofit rate, seasonal mail is not forwarded. Therefore we
 ask that you please notify the ministry if you have a seasonal address in order to ensure important 

ministry news and information arrives at your home.

As a thank you for your donation of $15 or more,
we would like to send you, or someone you care

about, a much-loved devotional with daily
reflections on God's Word. Be sure to check the

box on the enclosed response form showing your
interest in receiving Hope-Full Living.

5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!
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