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"For I consider that the
sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be
revealed to us."
Romans 8:18
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Draw Close to the Lord!
"The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth."
Psalm 145:18

I'm amazed when I see couples who have been
married 60 or even 70 years. Herbert and Zelmyra
Fisher of North Carolina were married 86 years and
290 days when Herbert passed away in 2011!
Sometimes we determine life a "success" if we
manage to reach such great milestones. Perhaps
it's being married for 50 years, seeing the kids or
grandkids grow-up, or watching our favorite sports
team finally win the championship. In 2016, when
my beloved Chicago Cubs won the World Series
after waiting 108 years, many people said they
could now die knowing the Cubs finally won the Big
One!
It may even be that we negotiate with God. We say,
"God, if you do this for me, I'll...." There is the
famous story about Martin Luther while attending
graduate school at the University of Erfurt. He was
on his way back to school after having visited his
parents when he was caught in a terrible thunder
storm a few hours outside of Erfurt. Lightning struck
near him, and he was thrown to the ground. He
called to Saint Anne: "Save me, and I will become a
monk!" Well, the rest is history. Have you ever had
such a moment in your life? Maybe when you or
someone you love fell ill, and you negotiated with
God to help you through?
It goes without saying that God uses situations in

our lives to carry out His will. But one would be
cautioned to put our Lord to the test.
Rather, God seeks for us to draw close to Him in
prayer and spend time in His Word. Psalm 145:18
states, "The Lord is near to all who call on him, to
all who call on him in truth." It is my hope that you
are able to do just that through your regular
involvement in Worship Anew and our new video
devotionals, Moments of Comfort.
As the days draw cooler, daytime is shorter, and
the leaves begin to turn into magnificent colors, I
can't help but be reminded of the culminations we
experience in this life. If you're experiencing a
culmination in your own life, may it always be with
our Lord and Savior close to you every step of the
way.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

P.S. This is a crucial time of the year for
Worship Anew as we set priorities for 2020.
As you come alongside the work of this
ministry, your support is vital for our
continued efforts of sharing Christ's love. We
hope you will consider making your gift today.

Enduring the Pain
An elderly lady was crippled with arthritis, but she would hobble to the services of her church
on crutches. It was a great ordeal and required of her a considerable amount of toil and pain. A
friend of hers observed her regular and faithful attendance and asked, "How do you manage to
be at every service?" She replied, "My heart gets there first, and my old legs just follow after."
Pain. We all have it. Pain of different varieties – of different forms and intensities. Pain is real.
The International Association for the Study of Pain has defined pain as: “an unpleasant
sensory and emotional experience associated with actual or potential tissue damage.” In
medical diagnosis, pain is regarded as a symptom of an underlying condition.
We can’t diagnose or determine the source and cause of the pain you feel. But this month's
series of Moments of Comfort – “Enduring the Pain” – offers hope and comfort as you endure
the uncomfortable feelings that tell you something may be wrong.
In this series, the word “endure” is used as the basis for addressing pain. “Endure” is a
Biblical word – and “endurance” is a Biblical concept. It means to continue firm or resolute
through trial and difficulties. That’s the description that Hebrews 12 sets before us:
"Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source
and perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, despising the
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him who endured
such hostility from sinners against himself, so that you won’t grow weary and give
up." (Hebrews 12:1-3, CSB)
Jesus endured pain – pain of hostility and shame; pain from beatings; pain from the torture of
crucifixion. He endured - and remained firm and resolute in His love for you so that you would
believe and trust in Him as you faithfully endure the pain in your life.

October Moments of Comfort
Presenter: Rev. James Elsner | Theme: Endure the Pain
October 2 – “It Is Real!" – 1 Thessalonians 1:3
October 9 – "Acute & Chronic" – Job 30
October 16 – “When It’s Chronic" – Isaiah 43:1-3a
October 23 – “Of Heart & Mind" – 2 Corinthians 12:9
October 30 – “With Partners" – 2 Corinthians 12:9

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of Worship Anew which speaks
to the sufferings we face in this life with the comforting message of God's Word.
Rev. James Elsner served as pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in
Hudson, Indiana from 2002 until his retirement in 2018. He has been involved
with this ministry since 2008.
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Worship Anew in October
October 6, 2019 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 62; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:1-10
“Spirit of Power” - Sermon Text: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 - Rev Bill Mueller
God always gives what God’s people always need at the time it is always most
effective. The Apostle Paul reminds us that God has not given us a spirit of timidity
but the Spirit of Power. What does this mean? While it doesn’t mean we can leap
all buildings, it does mean God does not desert us in the midst of extreme
challenges. In fact, He is with us to grow us in faith in Jesus.
October 13, 2019 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:1-10; Luke 17:11-19
“I’m Grateful” - Sermon Text: Luke 17:11-19 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
“I’m Grateful” not only is the appropriate response to all the blessings of body and
soul given to us by our great God, but it also has the power to change the lives of
those around us and even shape the world in which we live. An attitude of “I’m
Grateful” is a gift from God in response to the gifts of God, especially the
“inexpressible Gift” of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
October 20, 2019 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Luke 18:1-8
“Total Protection” - Sermon Text: Psalm 121 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We live in a dangerous world. But Psalm 121 assures us that we have total
protection from God. The good news is that God guards us in all aspects of our life.

October 27, 2019 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
*Reformation Observed
Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36
“Trust in Jesus” - Sermon Text: John 8:31 - Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, Jr.
The Reformation was a miracle done purely by God’s grace, which returned the
church’s focus to faith in Jesus Christ. Today the church is struggling in the United
States with continuing decline. But that is nothing new, as John 8:31-26 shows us. The
basic message has been the same yesterday, today, and into the future: Trust in Jesus.
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Coming to Florida

Starting Sunday, October 6, Worship Anew will begin
airing in Tampa and Fort Myers, Florida.

Look for Worship Anew
Sunday morning!
Tampa
CW (WTOG)
Channel 44
5:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Fort Myers
FOX (WFTX)
Channel 4
6:00 a.m.
Visit www.WorshipAnew.org/TVguide to find all our
viewing markets and broadcast times.
Would you like to air Worship Anew on television in your
area? Contact the ministry to learn how.

Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.
For broadcast time, check local listings for
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.
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Thanks and Praises!

We're grateful for your Facebook comments which help to let others know about Worship Anew!

I so look forward to Worship Anew each Sunday afternoon! Thank you!
I was indeed blessed to attend worship today at my church! But then how awesome it was to
listen to Worship Anew. Thank you for completing my Sunday!
This message brought tears to my eyes. Thank you!
Love watching you before going to our church. God’s Blessings!
Even though I am blessed to attend my church each Sunday morning, I SO enjoy joining you at
Worship Anew each Sunday afternoon! After all, Sunday is indeed our Lord’s Day! Thank you for
this vital ministry!
It was a great blessing to hear Pastor Elsner's message once again on Worship Anew.
Service filled with the bread of life. The high school choir in the beginning is one of the best I
have heard. Great to see young people spreading the word through the music of the church.
Excellent messages and music to help many worship at home or on the road.

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as
appreciation for your support.
For your donation of $15 or more, we would like to
send you a much-loved devotional with daily
reflections on God's Word. Be sure to check the
box on the enclosed response form showing your
interest in receiving Hope-Full Living.

Thank You!

Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media
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