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In our home, we have a tradition every Friday
evening.  We go down to the lower level of our
home to watch a movie together over pizza and
wings. With four young children, the movies are
not the great cinematic films of all-time.  Rather,
I’ve been amazed recently just how many
movies have been made with talking animals in
them, particularly talking dogs. Just when I feel
we’ve seen them all, my kids easily manage to
find another movie that has talking animals
going on great adventures.
 
There’s no question that our world has a love for
one of God’s unique creations. I imagine Adam
had a dog prancing around the garden with him.
And why not? The dog for ages has been
considered man’s best friend. Recently, I’ve read
that there has been a significant increase in
people acquiring pet dogs. Apparently, the many
weeks people are spending at home has
dramatically increased their interest in these
canine companions.
 
At Worship Anew, we’re all about seeing the
increasing trend of glorifying God’s name. There
have been many who have called for people to
see these trying times as an opportunity to turn
our attention to our risen Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. 
 

 
God’s Word gives us assurance in 2
Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come.”
 
Through the vital work of this ministry and the
use of media, we are reaching more people
than ever before with the proclamation of Christ
crucified and risen so that we may have eternal
life with Him. Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever
was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope.” Through your support of the
ministry of Worship Anew, people are receiving
the endurance and encouragement we need
from God’s Word. Please consider making your
gift today to further this vital work.
 
I’m sure my kids would love to be one of those
new pet-loving dog owners, however they’ll
have to settle watching them on television. And
I will endure more talking animal movies for a
time. Praise be to God and through the
encouragement of His Word I will abide in the
love of Christ Jesus our Lord forever and ever.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

God
 A Man's 
Best Friend
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“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be consistent in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)
 
It takes a lot of effort to find joy in daily life.  There are so many things that can happen and take joy out
of our life.  Some of these things we can control, but others we can’t control.
 
The year 2020 is bringing us one of those years in which we have no control.  Our nation has
experienced a pandemic, unlike nothing we have ever encountered.  Our government has had to take
extreme measures in which to handle this unforeseen situation.  The result of this pandemic has left us
with a “new normal” of daily life.
 
Look at the words of our Bible reading.  It offers us a recipe for joy in our daily life. It reminds us of
whose we are and reassures us that His presence is with us always. It is Jesus who offers us joy.
 
First, we are to rejoice in hope. Friends, our true hope can be placed only in Jesus.  Once that takes
place, we can put other things in their proper place. We have been called to hope; this happens in
Jesus.  This hope is the hope that reminds us of our future destination, heaven.
 
econd, we are to be patient in tribulations. We live in a sinful world, and evil things do happen.  There
will be problems, trials, and temptations.  Jesus reminds us in John 16:33, “In the world you will have
tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  Patience is a wonderful characteristic to use in
handling tribulation. We can exhibit patience because we know who is in charge of our life.  Jesus is in
charge, and He will walk with us through the trials of our earthly life.
 
Third, we are to be consistent in prayer. Prayer is what changes things.  It reinforces who is in charge of
our life.  It is a way to talk to Jesus about anything that is on our minds. This is where our spiritual
strength lies. This allows us to remain in touch with God. Being constant in prayer is what gives us joy in
our daily life. Let us together rely on God’s power to give us daily direction in our life.

Finding Joy In Daily Life
Larry Hencye is a regular contributor and has over 40 years of serving the Lord
as a Director of Christian and Family Life Ministry and resides with his wife Margo
in Fort Wayne, IN.

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker and

writer since 2008.

 
June Moments of Comfort

Presenter: Jim Elsner |  Theme: Joy in Daily Living
 

June 3 – "Joy In Aloneness" – 2 Corinthians 12:9
June 10 – "Joy In Loneliness" – Psalm 50:15

June 17– "Joy In Life Altering Times" – 1 Peter 5:7
June 24 – "Joy In Life Ending Times" – 1 Timothy 1:21

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of 
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in

this life with the comforting message of God's Word.
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Worship Anew in June

Year 2020  |  Series A

June 14, 2020 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 100; Romans 5:6-9; Matthew 9:35-10:4
“Christ’s Death is Amazing” - Sermon Text: Romans 5:6-9 - 
Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
 
Christ’s death is amazing! It is amazing that He would even die for us. Also, His
death is amazing in what it accomplishes.
 
June 21, 2020 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 91:1-10; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
“A Bold Faith” - Sermon Text: Matthew 10:27 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
 
God’s call is a life-giving and active Word that changes the heart and empowers us
from the outside. Through His forgiving Word, God calls us to a bold faith and a
changed life, and He also provides the power to do it.
 
June 28, 2020 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 119:153-160; Jeremiah 28:5-9; Matthew 10:34-42
“Sword of Peace” - Sermon Text: Matthew 10:34 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
 
Jesus Christ, His salvation, and heaven and hell are the most important things that
there are. Next to Jesus, His holy life, His death, and resurrection, nothing else is
significant. Not the weather, sports, terrorist attacks, not even our own lives. All of
that’s meaningless when compared to the eternal reality of God's love for man in
the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. That’s what matters, and that’s
worth fighting for.

June 7, 2020 – The Holy Trinity
Psalm 9; Genesis 1:1-3, 26-28; Matthew 28:16-20

“I Believe in God!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 28:19 - 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

Who is God? What has God done for and through me? What does God continue to
accomplish for and through me? Today we consider the true nature of our God and
what it means to say, “I Believe in God.”

Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.

For broadcast time, check local listings for 
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.



Community existed before COVID-19. Community existed before creation. June 7 is Trinity Sunday. We
recognize every Sunday that we have an incredible God. On Trinity Sunday, we focus on how we have one
God, who is also three persons. From the beginning, before the creation of the earth, God was in
community. 
 
Rev. Christopher Hall says it this way, “God creates a community because He is a community. He creates
us with others because He is with others. He is not alone. He is One but also Three: the Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit.” (Hall, 2011)
 
We know that the community our Triune God possesses will never be upended. Our communities can feel
much more fragile. With all the changes that have happened recently in our world, what is the state of your
community? 
 
The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) is an organization that focuses on using a community to help
those who live with mental illness. They focus on three essential elements we need as human beings to stay
mentally healthy: belonging, support, and purpose. 
 
If you belong to any groups that have recently stopped meeting or have had interruptions, your sense of
belonging may have been disrupted. It is a blessing when we are able to meet together. Let us thank God for
that gift. Let us also dive deeper into the reason we are connected - we are connected in and through Christ. 
 
God doesn’t define you by what you can’t do. Your identity is in what God has done for you through His Son,
Jesus Christ. Now, if we are not defined by what we can’t do, but by who we are, what can we do? 
 
Pray. Pray for those who are hurting. Cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. Care for
others. Make a list of any small way that you can serve your neighbor. Write a note, make a phone call, send
a meal.  
 
You may be in a position to serve others, or you may be experiencing a burden. If you or someone you know
is dealing with a decline in mental health, reach out to your primary doctor and ask about mental health
resources in your community. Also, consider one of the resources below.
 
May you be comforted by the community you have in our amazing, Triune God. His community will never
fail. 
 

National Alliance of Mental Illness
NAMI.org | 1-800-950-6264

 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
SAMHSA.gov | 1-800-950-6264

 

Suicide Prevention Hotline 
1-800-273-8255

 

Crisis Text Line
Text HOME to 741741

 

Essential Community Services
Dial 211 to find help in your community

Tommy Moll is the content
manager at Worship Anew. 

Hall, C. (2011). The Holy Trinity and Life
Together. Retrieved 12 May 2020, from
https://blogs.lcms.org/2011/the-holy-trinity-
and-life-together-6-2011/

How is Your Community? 
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Fathers work hard.  They work hard to raise up children who
love God and love others.  They work hard to make their
homes a place where their families can be safe and secure.
Fathers work hard to make the world a better place for the
next generation.
 
Carl and Helen Mesing were faithful servants of the Lord and
among the first financial contributors to Lutheran Ministries
Media, the producers of Worship Anew. The Mesing Legacy
Society was thus established to celebrate individuals and
families who will share Christ’s love into the future by
supporting the ministry of Worship Anew with a gift from their
estate plans, including provisions in their wills, trusts,
retirement plans, insurance policies, etc. Please contact us at
info@worshipanew.org with your plans to become a member.
 

Copyright © 2019 Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible.

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
 

Because the ministry sends mail at the nonprofit rate, seasonal mail is not forwarded. Therefore we
 ask that you please notify the ministry if you have a seasonal address in order to ensure important 

ministry news and information arrives at your home.
 

5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!

WorshipAnew.LMM

Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as
appreciation for your support. 

Phone (260) 471-5683  |  Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002

Thanking God for Fathers!

As a thank you for your donation of $15 or more, we would
like to send you, or someone you care about, a much-loved
devotional with daily reflections on God's Word. Be sure to
check the box on the enclosed response form showing your

interest in receiving Hope-Full Living.

The righteous who walks in his integrity—
blessed are his children after him!

Proverbs 20:7


