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"But you
will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth."
Acts 1:8
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Walking Together
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, he will
teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you.
John 14:26
In the early days following my father's
succumbing to cancer and entry into his eternal
home, my thoughts turned to my mother and the
void his absence would leave in her life. They
had a strong partnership throughout their many
years of marriage. She came alongside my dad
in his ministry and eventually in his illness. As a
professional care giver herself, she was there
every step of the way providing for his daily
needs. She sacrificed time with friends or other
outside endeavors because caring for him was
an all-consuming part of each and every day.
When my dad was finally relieved of his earthly
suffering, I worried about how the pieces of my
mothers life would come back together.

we are to be social people. Even in the form of
the Trinity, there is not just 1, but 3 in 1. There is
a relationship between the Father and the Son,
between the Holy Spirit and the Son, and
between the Father and the Holy Spirit. At the
center of this is God. And we read in 1 John 4:721, God is love.

It is at these times when the video ministry of
Worship Anew is so vital for those who feel
alone. It is here in our loneliness where we lean
on God's Word and His assurances to love and
never forsake us. These are the messages that
are shared on Worship Anew and the devotional
videos Moments of Comfort, which will focus this
month on the theme of loneliness.

My joy overflows in having seen my mom
strengthened in the years since my dad's
entrance to glory. Through her work, family, and
the relationships she's established in her church,
she continues to live out her life's calling to love
and care for others just as she did for my father.
Won't you please consider making a gift today to
support the work of this ministry? We're grateful
for those who have been a part of making 2019 a
year in which Worship Anew will reach more
people than ever before with God's Word.

This is why it's so important we share the
message of God's love through the vital work of
Worship Anew. As you have been blessed to
hear God's Word and to have the Holy Spirit work
in your heart, we're eager for you to be
strengthened in those dark and difficult moments
of life and to share the same with others.

Thanks be to God that He gave us His Holy
Spirit, the Helper, to be with us along this
journey. In the coming weeks as we celebrate the
Holy Trinity and Pentecost, we are reminded of
Sharing Christ's Love!
the precious gift God has given to us through our
relationships. He did not intend for us to be
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alone. From the time of creation, God knew that
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In His arms
He’ll take and shield you;
You will find
a solace there.
Text: What a Friend We Have in Jesus, V.3
Author: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86

ALONE

Carl was alone in their house. Lorrine, his wife of over 60 years, had
fallen, was injured, and was taken to the hospital. It was the first time
he was alone by himself in their home. Not just alone – but lonely:
feeling that hollow emptiness of isolation, of being separated from
the one he dearly loved.

Being alone in life is not unusual. There are times of solitude, and you may be content with that. I
enjoy a day of uninterrupted quiet to accomplish important things. That’s not loneliness.
Loneliness is subjective. In other words, I decide if I’m lonely or not. If you think you’re lonely,
then you’re lonely. Dr. John Cacioppo, a noted expert on loneliness, described the reason for
loneliness this way:
“The purpose of loneliness is like the purpose of hunger. Hunger takes care of your
physical body. Loneliness takes care of your social body, which you also need to survive
and prosper.” *
God has created us for community - for mutual love and support, protection and care. He places
us in marriages and families, within congregations with fellow believers in Christ, within
neighborhoods and communities. Nonetheless, you may be lonely while living or working within a
group setting among many people.
Loneliness is complex, but our hope comes through our Lord Jesus Christ! St. Paul knew what it
meant to be alone in life. He was afflicted, perplexed, and struck down. But he had the comfort of
Christ:
God is faithful…He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability…He will also provide the
way of escape. 1 Corinthians 10:13
Continue on back page.
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Alone | Moments of Comfort - Continued
God is faithful and knows your limits. He knows that sin can emerge from within your heart and mind as
you yield to despair and discouragement that can come with loneliness.
God is faithful and enables you to stand firm in your faith in Jesus Christ. He provides a way out of the
situation you’re facing. When you’re alone – when you’re lonely – He enables you to endure it – because He
loves you! He enables you to hope in the Lord and to embrace the joy of your salvation!
One of my favorite hymns is “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Think about how verse 3 speaks to us in
our loneliness as you sing it aloud:
Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge – Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield you; You will find a solace there.
Loneliness is complex and it can burden our hearts and minds. Please join me each week in June on
Moments of Comfort as we explore several dimensions of loneliness and the comfort of Christ. Our precious
Savior is our solace and refuge; He shields us in His loving arms. When you are alone and feeling lonely,
God is faithful: He’s there for you!
Rev. James Elsner served as pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Hudson,
Indiana from 2002 until his recent retirement in 2018. And he has been involved with
this ministry since 2008. View Moments of Comfort at WorshipAnew.org/MOC.

Share Christ's love through your Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
QCDs allows you to make charitable gifts directly from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to help
satisfy your Required Minimum Distribution. If you are over the age of 70 1/2, a QCD is a direct payment of
required minimum distributions (RMD) from an IRA account to a qualified non-profit organization like Worship
Anew, thereby satisfying the RMD without adding the tax liability that comes with additional income. This
lowers both your adjusted gross income and taxable income, resulting in a lower overall tax liability. Be sure
to discuss this with your tax or financial adviser.
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Worship Anew in June
June 2, 2019 – Seventh Sunday of Easter – The Ascension of our Lord Observed
Psalm 47; New Testament: Acts 1:1-11; Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
“What Are You Doing Here?” - Sermon Text: Acts 1:1-11 - Rev. Bill Mueller
The disciples of Jesus stood in amazement at the ascension of Jesus. They saw Him ascend into
Heaven. They were bewildered, confused, and simply dumb-founded. "What are you doing here?" the
angels asked them. "Jesus will return!" In whatever situation of life we find ourselves, the same question
needs to be asked of us – What are you doing here?
June 9, 2019 – The Day of Pentecost
Psalm 143; New Testament: Acts 2:1-21; Gospel: John 14:25-31
“Let Us Go!” - Sermon Text: John 14:31 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Two thousand years after He walked the earth, Jesus continues instructing and living among His people.
Bringing the voice and presence of Jesus to His disciples is the work of the Holy Spirit. This work is
celebrated through the celebration of Pentecost.
June 16, 2019 – The Holy Trinity
Psalm 8; New Testament: Act 2:14a, 29-33; Gospel: John 8:51-59
“Before Abraham Was, I Am” - Sermon Text: John 8:51-59 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Christ’s statement, “Before Abraham was, I am,” gives us wonderful assurance that the Triune God is
the God of our salvation. Jesus’ words also lead us to think of the various ways in which He can be
described as our Savior.
June 23, 2019 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 3; Old Testament: Isaiah 65:1-9; Gospel: Luke 8:26-39
“How Much God Has Done” - Sermon Text: Luke 8:38-39 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
In today's reading, after Jesus drove demons out of a man, He told him, "Return home and tell how
much God has done for you." Christ crossed the lake to restore this man, not only so that the man would
be "dressed and in his right mind" but so that this once ostracized and isolated outcast could go home,
could be reunited with his family, could rejoin his community and could carry with him a message of
"how much God has done" for him. This is what Christ has done for us as well.
June 30, 2019 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 16; Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:9b-21; Gospel: Luke 9:51-62
“To Jerusalem!” - Sermon Text: Luke 9:51 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
“When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, He set His face to go to Jerusalem.” Jesus'
purpose, His mission was to go to Jerusalem and be crucified for the world's sin, rise from the dead, and
ascend into Heaven. He came to be taken up, and to take us up together with Him.
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17' CROSS SUPPORTS WORSHIP ANEW
Since 2010, the media center for
Lutheran Ministries Media, the
home of Worship Anew, has
been located on the campus of
Concordia Theological
Seminary. Over that time,
enhancements have been made
in order to further the work of
their ongoing mission of sharing
Christ’s love through ministry
and media.
During recent years, lifelong
Lutheran, W. Paul Wolf,
suggested a number of
enhancements to the property.
The front yard's iron railing,
which was becoming
dilapidated, was updated. Tree trimming was also carried out to improve the public's view of the Worship
Anew building. And most recently, Mr. Wolf suggested a cross on the Worship Anew property.
According to him, the addition of a cross is about furthering the message of Jesus Christ. “When driving
onto the Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne campus, one passes the large impressive Martin
Luther statue, then on ahead locates the Seminary Chapel with its large cross. Advancing farther, you come
to the manicured headquarters of Worship Anew on the impressive CTSFW campus. However, something
is amiss. Where various LCMS pastors deliver their weekly sermons via television and the internet around
the world, there lacks a CROSS reflecting our Lord and Savior, the Almighty.”
Thanks to the support of the W. Paul Wolf Family, a 17’ cross is being constructed in front of the Worship
Anew building to point all visitors and viewers of Worship Anew to Christ. Dedication of the cross will take
place Saturday, June 15, from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. The dedication ceremony will be at 3:30 p.m. with a free
ice cream social to follow. For more information, please call Worship Anew at (260) 471-5683.
Matthew Leighty, Lutheran Ministries Media executive director, says the new cross will be a great witness to
the message of the Gospel. “With this cross as the focal point of the ministry’s media center, it will be a
reminder of the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the resurrection that we will
all enjoy some day in the loving arms of our Father in heaven. We’re grateful for the blessed partnership
with the Wolf family and for making this symbol of our faith outside the media center a reality.”

Worship Anew is on the
American Forces Network (AFN) television broadcast.

For broadcast time, check local listings for
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.

