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"I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd
lays down his life
for the sheep."John 10:11
WorshipAnew.org

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell
in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23

In my younger years, I mastered the BMV written
driver's exam. Due to my father’s studies and then
service in ministry, which resulted in frequent
moves, I had to apply for a new driver’s license
every year from the time I was 16 and for 9
consecutive years. I have taken the written test four
times in the state of Indiana alone. While I would
never exchange my unique upbringing, regular
moves during my childhood felt isolating.
Friendships for me seemed difficult to maintain
because in a short time I would be moving on and
finding new friends.
The constants in my life were my family and God.
The author of Psalm 23, David, the shepherd king
of Israel, wrote these words so that we would know
that no matter how isolated we may feel, God is
always with us. "I will fear no evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me (v. 4)."
I'll never forget a visit I had many years ago with a
frail woman who was living in a care facility. Tears
came to her eyes as she shared her story of being
alone. She was late in years and her husband had
went to be with the Lord, as had one of her
children, and pretty much all of her friends. Her
other child had not visited in years. It wasn't that
she was just alone, she no longer felt loved.

heavenly Father who provides for our every need
through His grace and mercy, including His very
own Son, Jesus Christ.
As we journey throughout this month, I hope you
can join us every mid-week as Rev. Elsner walks
through the 23rd Psalm on Moments of Comfort.
Then, culminating every weekend on Worship
Anew, we hear the scriptures revealed to us in
Word and song.
As the Holy Spirit opens your heart to the message
of the Scripture, may you always know the love we
have through Christ now and forever.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

P.S. Given the vital need to reach more people
with God's Word, we're asking you to consider
including Worship Anew in your estate plans.
Your giving in this way is what will allow this
ministry to proclaim God's Word today and for
generations to come. Joining the Mesing
Legacy Society will ensure your gift can help
Worship Anew boldly share the message of the
Gospel throughout the world long into the
In times like this, we lean on passages like Psalm
23, as the assurance we have that we have a loving future. Please call the ministry or visit our
website for more information.

Love of the Shepherd
Hearts and candy and flowers – red and white and pink! It’s hard to miss Valentine’s Day in our
commercialized culture. This February holiday, named after a saint in the ancient church, surely
calls our attention to “love.” Much is romantically focused. But if the emphasis gets me to care a
bit more about the folks next door – or a person in the parking lot of the big box store – or the
people at church on Sunday, maybe it has a purpose.
But lasting love, the kind of love that Jesus intended when He said in John 15:12, “Love one
another as I have loved you,” is of a different nature.
For one thing, it is the love that I receive. It is love that comes from God. “As I have loved you,”
Jesus said. What does that love look like?
It looks like a manger and a cross and an empty tomb.
Jesus is born and lives a holy life in your place.
Jesus suffers and dies for your sin and shame.
And Jesus rises in defeat of sin, death, and the devil on your behalf.
I receive God’s love in Jesus. And it is then that I can love others. Not just with a commercialized
Valentine expression or tradition. I love as Jesus loved – and as I have been loved.
I invite you to join me for Moments of Comfort during February as we explore deeper this love that
God has for each of us, and our love for Him. We’ll explore it in the words of Psalm 23, “The Lord is
my shepherd.” Loved by our Lord, He cares for us and provides for us as we journey through this
life into eternity with Him.
Yep, hearts and candy and flowers are fun! Fun tokens of affection! But the real meaning of love is
found in Jesus, our Good Shepherd. His expressions of love for you are the longest lasting.

February Moments of Comfort
Presenter: Rev. Jim Elsner | Theme: Love of the Shepherd
February 5 – “Your Shepherd and Lord" – Psalm 23:1-2
February 12 – "Walking with Your Shepherd" – Psalm 23:3
February 19– “Walking Through Danger" – Psalm 23:4-5
February 26 – “In the Presence of My Shepherd" – Psalm 23:6-7

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of Worship Anew which speaks to the sufferings we
face in this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

Rev. James Elsner served as pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in
Hudson, Indiana from 2002 until his retirement in 2018. He has been involved
with this ministry since 2008.

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Worship Anew in February
February 2, 2020 – The Purification of Mary and The
Presentation of Our Lord
Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-32
“Cleansed and Claimed” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10
- Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What does it mean to be a Christian? What rests at the heart of a Christian’s reality and
experience? God answers these questions and more when Joseph, Mary, and the baby
Jesus come to Jerusalem’s temple 40 days after His Christmas birth.
February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Psalm 112:1-9; Isaiah 58:6-9; Matthew 5:14-16
“Lights, Shine!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 5:14-16 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
You, who joined to Christ in faith, have light and are light. Jesus says to you,
"Shine!" Great! But what does all of this mean?
February 16, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Psalm 119:1-8; Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Matthew 5:21-37
“He Is Your Life” - Sermon Text: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
Like the children of Israel, we are facing a future that is full of transition. For some of
you, these transitions will be trying and traumatic, and for all of us, the reality of
change brings with it the temptation to walk our own way. But the story of God's
action in our lives sustains us, and the Spirit of God strengthens us, and in the midst
of life's transitions, and in the face of our fear and weakness, God is always there to
meet our sinful disobedience with forgiveness and life and salvation.
February 23, 2020 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Psalm 2:6-12; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9
"God and Man" - Sermon Text: Matthew 17:2 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
"Jesus was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became white as light." Peter, James, and John saw that: Jesus the Son of
Man, in the glory of His kingdom. God of God, Light of Light. It's Transfiguration
Sunday, the last one of the Epiphany Sundays, the big epiphany where we hear of
Jesus shining like the sun in the presence of Moses and Elijah. It's here that we find
there's much more to Jesus than meets the eye.
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Sharing Christ's Love In Florida
Worship Anew is now airing in Tampa and Fort Myers. Please
share this information with others. Flyers can be found at
www.WorshipAnew.org/Florida.

Look for Worship Anew
Sunday morning!
Tampa
CW (WTOG)
Channel 44
5:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Fort Myers
FOX (WFTX)
Channel 4
6:00 a.m.
Visit www.WorshipAnew.org/TVguide to find all our viewing
markets and broadcast times.
Would you like to air Worship Anew on television in your area?
Contact the ministry to learn how.

Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.
For broadcast time, check local listings for
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.

WorshipAnew.org

Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31
Eligible Thrivent Financial
members who have available
Choice Dollars® have until
March 31, 2020, to direct them.
Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend that Thrivent
Financial provide outreach funding to Worship Anew.
Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call
800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as
appreciation for your support.
As a thank you for your donation of
$15 or more, we would like to send
you, or someone you care about, a
much-loved devotional with daily
reflections on God's Word. Be sure to
check the box on the enclosed
response form showing your interest
in receiving Hope-Full Living.
Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media
5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825
Phone (260) 471-5683 | Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002
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Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!

