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2019–2020 CHURCH YEAR CALENDAR—SERIES A

December 1, 2019 – First Sunday in Advent
Psalm 118:25-28, Zechariah 9:9b (Antiphon); Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 21:1-11
“Your King’s Coming!”- Sermon Text: Zechariah 9:9b - Rev. Shayne Jonker
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Only
the blood of Jesus will do. Your blood cannot cleanse sin. Nor can the sweat of your
labors or the tears of your contrition. There is no such thing as sinless saints, only
forgiven ones. If you say you have no sin, you're fooling yourself. Temptations abound,
and sin comes all too naturally to the natural born sinner. But the blood of Jesus Christ,
God's Son, cleanses us from all sin.

December 8, 2019 – Second Sunday in Advent
Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
“Band of Brothers” - Sermon Text: Romans 15:4-13 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
“To comfort the Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul reminds them, "God chose you to be
saved." God comforts us with those same words. "God chose you." So that you may
have peace, we are reminded He chose you to be with Him forever.

December 15, 2019 – Third Sunday in Advent
Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-15
“A Blooming Desert” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 35:1-10 - Rev. Bill Mueller
With all of the pressures that Christians face today, it is easy to understand why many
of us are so tired! However, God, through the words of the Apostle Paul, encourages us
not to get tired! Why? Because the Lord is faithful!.

December 22, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
*The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day Observed
Psalm 98; Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-18
“The Bare Truth” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

December 29, 2019 – First Sunday after Christmas
Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
“Nothing Stops God” - Sermon Text: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 - Rev.Dr. Walter Maier III
The forces for evil seem powerful, indeed. But no evil power can stop God in his plan to
save you, or in any of his blessed plans for you.

An “epitaph” is a pithy statement that sums up a life, something you might see inscribed on
a gravestone. What is the measure of your life? What’s your epitaph?



The Comfort of Christmas 

Rev. James Elsner served as pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in
Hudson, Indiana from 2002 until his retirement in 2018. He has been involved
with Lutheran Ministries Media since 2008.

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

It’s hard to be merry when you’re all alone or faced with loss.
Who can celebrate when one you love is drunk, high on drugs, or passed out?
And holiday conflicts can quickly chase away any thoughts or feelings of love and      
peace and joy.

Christmas! It’s THE holiday of the year! Trees twinkle! Beautiful gifts beckon to be
opened! Friends and family gather! It’s a time of celebration! Isn’t Christmas grand?
 
Christmas often isn’t grand for a variety of reasons.

 
The Christmas season is filled with difficulties that seem to be amplified by this
holiday season. To those who cry out in the conflicts and difficulties, God’s reply is,
“Comfort, comfort my people” (Isaiah 40:1). In His mercy, God sees the sin that
weighs us down and robs the celebrations of the incarnation of His Son of the hope,
peace, and joy they are intended to bring.
 
Please join me each week in December for “Moments of Comfort.” Our focus is “The
Comfort of Christmas.” That comfort is Jesus Christ. He is “Emmanuel” – God with
us. He came to defeat and forgive the sin that disrupts Christmas – and our lives.
Jesus remains with us through all the loneliness and loss, substance abuse, conflicts,
and whatever else that destroys our hope and peace in Him. He remains with us and
grants us His strength that we may know Him, the true Comfort of Christmas.
 

December Moments of Comfort 
Presenter: Rev. James Elsner  |  Theme: The Comfort of Christmas

 

December 4 – “Comfort When Alone" – Luke 1:78-79
December 11 – "Comfort for Substance Abuse" – Luke 1:50, 51, 53

December 18 – “Comfort during Conflict" – Luke 1:68, 72, 74
December 25 – “Comfort in Loss" – Matthew 1:21

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of Worship Anew which speaks to the sufferings we
face in this life with the comforting message of God's Word.
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Because the ministry sends mail at the nonprofit rate, seasonal mail is not forwarded. Therefore we
 ask that you please notify the ministry if you have a seasonal address in order to ensure important 

ministry news and information arrives at your home.
 

The month of December is the largest financial giving month for Worship
Anew. Your support at this time of the year is what allows us to meet our
goal for broadcasting Worship Anew on television markets throughout the
United States and support the vital operations of the ministry.
 
The average amount to broadcast Worship Anew in our many television
markets in 2020 will cost about $620 in broadcast fees per station EACH
WEEK. Please consider your important support so we can reach our goal
by the end of the year and continue showing Worship Anew in your area
and many other places that are in desperate need of hearing God's Word.

Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 2020, to
direct any remaining 2019 Choice Dollars. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn
more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.

Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars® 
 
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its
Thrivent Choice® program can help support Worship
Anew. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire. Eligible Thrivent 

5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!
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Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as appreciation for your support. 
 Make it a Christmas gift!

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as appreciation for your support. 
 Make it a Christmas gift!

Phone (260) 471-5683   |   (888) 286-8002

For your donation of $15 or more, we would like to send you,
or someone you care about, a much-loved devotional with

daily reflections on God's Word. Be sure to check the box on
the enclosed response form showing your interest in

receiving Hope-Full Living.

Help Worship Anew Reach the GoalHelp Worship Anew Reach the Goal

Your End of the Year Support is Needed - Please Make Your Gift Today!


