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No Rock Like Our God
As Christians, we have a firm foundation in
Christ. And as a ministry, I’m so grateful
that we may bring that solid footing to so many.
We recently received a touching message from a
viewer in Michigan who shared the following, "I
want to thank you for your most appreciated
worship service. I am a shut-in, as was my
husband, who passed away last month. His last
act of ministry was distributing your information
to those in need of the Gospel." There have
been so many people unable to attend church,
and some who cannot even be visited by their
pastor, during these trying times. Yet we can rest
assured in the Rock of our lives, Christ Jesus
our Lord.

My 8-year-old daughter, Addison, has amassed
quite a rock collection. I'll frequently see a rock
from outside sitting on our kitchen table or
countertop, waiting to be placed among the
many others she has meticulously found. To
me, they look ordinary, but to her, there is
something unique or even beautiful in the color,
texture, or shape that made her interested in
adding it to her collection.
We live in a culture that seeks to take God and
turn Him into one of those worthless rocks
plainly found on the ground. However,
the passage from 1 Samuel 2:2 tells us
otherwise, “There is none like the Lord: for
there is none besides you; there is no rock
like our God.”
Through our regular hearing of God’s Word, we
know how magnificent and awesome our Lord
truly is. Psalm 89:6 asks, “O Lord God of
hosts, who is mighty as you are, O Lord,
with your faithfulness all around you?” Our
God is great and mighty, abounding in love and
mercy.

Worship Anew, and this vital broadcast ministry,
are taking God’s Word to many who
are in desperate need of hearing His love and
mercy. Your participation in this ministry is so
important! First and foremost, we ask that you
keep this ministry in your prayers. Secondly, just
like the viewer in Michigan, you can share
Worship Anew and our ministry resources with
those around you. Lastly, we ask you to consider
a financial contribution that is needed to enable
us to do this vital work. These three requests will
ensure the crucial proclamation of the Gospel as
shared through Worship Anew.
We give thanks that you and many more are
being ministered to during these trying times. We
know that there is no rock like our God. May He
be praised forever and ever! “There is none
like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are
there any works like yours,” Psalm 86:8.

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

Keep Walking
Walking takes us places. Walking can take you away
from a loud room into a quiet place. Walking can take
you from isolation to community with your family.
Walking (even on a treadmill) can take you from a place
of sluggishness to a place of vibrancy and better health.
We have a wonderful reverend and speaker in Jim Elsner.
He will be presenting our August Moments of Comfort
series titled, Keep Walking. This series will go to God's
Word in order to get us moving, remind us that Jesus
Walks with us, and help us understand how our most
painful walks have a purpose and meaning.
The first video in this series focuses on Psalm 121:3: He will not let your foot slip—he who
watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber
nor sleep.
Even when we feel lethargic, weary, worn down, God is still awake and active. He watches over us
in every hour, in every circumstance.
Our third video in this series is titled, Through the Fire. This video devotion addresses how God
can use painful situations, even those we cause, for our good and His glory.
You may be in a place where you feel like you can't move. Our encouragement in these videos is
that God wants you to move, even if you are limited physically or mentally - however you can. The
Holy Spirit works through the Word to move you to be more and more like Jesus. May you have
confidence and boldness with each step you take.

August Moments of Comfort
Presenter: Jim Elsner | Theme: Keep Walking
August 5 – "No Sleep" – Psalm 121:3
August 12 – "Need a Lift?" – Matthew 14:22-27
August 19 – "Through the Fire" – Isaiah 38:17
August 26 – "Cross Over" – Psalm 138:7

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in
this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker and
writer since 2008.

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Worship Anew in August

August 2, 2020 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 136:1-9; Isaiah 55:1-5; Matthew 14: 13-21
“More Than Enough” - Sermon Text: Matthew 13:20 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
Our Savior has compassion on the needy and has provided for the poor in
miraculous ways. He has called us out of our poverty, exhaustion, anxiety, and
doubt and has forgiven our sins. In Him, we have more than enough and now we
can share His life-giving, life-changing, life-saving gifts with the world.
August 9, 2020 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 18:1-6, 46; Job 38:4-18; Matthew 14:22-33
“The Powerful Word” - Sermon Text: Matthew 14:27 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
Fear is the underlying issue of this morning's Gospel reading. Fear threatens to
swallow up Peter and the disciples in their little boat out on the rough sea. Fear
paralyzes, it wears us down, it erodes our faith, and it generates doubt. To the
disciples' fear, and to ours, Jesus speaks His Word: “Take heart. It is I. Do not be
afraid.”
August 16, 2020 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32; Matthew 15:21-28
“Perfect Healing” - Sermon Text: Matthew 1315:21-28 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
We all pray for physical health to be restored when a loved one is ill. Our spiritual
health has been restored by Jesus’ death and resurrection. In Christ, whether in life
or at death, we have perfect healing.

August 23, 2020 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138; Isaiah 51:1-6; Matthew 16:13-20
“Built on the Rock” - Sermon Text: Matthew 16:13-20 Rev. William Mueller
The question Jesus asks His disciples is rather simple: Who do people say that He
is? However, Jesus’ purpose in asking the question was far more than taking a poll
of public opinion – He was narrowing it down to each individual person. Who do you
say that Jesus is? Is He just a moderately powered helper, enough to help us over
the speedbumps in life, OR is He the Lord God Himself who is our Savior?
August 30, 2020 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 26; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28
“The Way God Thinks” - Sermon Text: Matthew 16:23 - Rev. Dr. Thomas
Ahlersmeyer
Are you ever tempted to be God’s “script-writer,” to tell God how to be God? Life’s
greatest news is this . . . God does NOT meet our expectations, He EXCEEDS them!
This good news changes our lives now and eternally.
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How Long?
A few (or more) years ago, I ran my first marathon. As the race started, I felt the excitement and
nerves launch me into the race. I ran at a steady pace until I hit mile 20. Then everything fell apart.
My body hurt. My spirits crashed. My strong cadence turned into a dull shuffle. I then heard
someone yell, "You're almost there!" My spirits soared. I felt a new surge of energy. My pace
quickened, and my stride lengthened. Then I saw a sign that read "four miles until the finish." Ugh.
One of the struggles we have now with COVID-19 is a struggle we've always had with pain, grief,
and loss - we don't know how long it's going to last. In Psalm 13, David asks God, "How long, O
Lord? Will you forget me forever?" Amid pain, we can feel like God has left us. We can feel as if
our support system is gone. Yet, by verse 5 of the same psalm, David declares:
But I have trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. (Psalm 13:5)
This life we have in Christ will, indeed, last forever. The pain we experience on earth will, most
certainly, not last forever.
How can we, like David, turn our focus from our gloom to God's goodness? Try writing. Here are a
few prompts you can use:
1. Right Now: Write about how you feel right now. What's influencing your feelings? Write
down all that is on your mind. Sometimes the ambiguity of a situation can magnify its pain.
Giving clarity to the problem or the pain can take away some of its power over you.
2. Recall: God has carried you through tough situations in the past. Write about times you can
remember when God has shown His steadfast love through a person or event.
3. Request: Ask God for help. Write down what you need. If there's a person you can call or a
resource you can request, write down a plan to get the help you need.
If you don't know where to get help or even who to ask, consider one of the resources below.
Dialing 211 can help you find resources in your community. As you reach out to God, recalling His
faithfulness, and asking for his intervention, remember that you are loved. Your God has not
forgotten you. Your Savior, Jesus, who has suffered and died for you, is with you now and will be
forever.

National Alliance of Mental Illness
NAMI.org | 1-800-950-6264
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
SAMHSA.gov | 1-800-950-6264
Suicide Prevention Hotline
1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line
Text HOME to 741741
Essential Community Services
Dial 211 to find help in your community

Tommy Moll is the content
manager at Worship Anew.

Worship Anew is broadcast on
American Forces Network (AFN) television.
For broadcast time, check local listings for
Sunday on AFN Prime Atlantic/Pacific.

Let us send you Hope-Full Living as
appreciation for your support.
As a thank you for your donation of
$15 or more, we would like to send
you, or someone you care about, a
much-loved devotional with daily
reflections on God's Word. Be sure to
check the box on the enclosed
response form showing your interest
in receiving Hope-Full Living.
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