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"Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, 

for he who promised is faithful."
Hebrews 10:23



August has always been one of my favorite
months. National Watermelon Day falls on my
birthday, August 3. Being lefthanded, I’m excited
to share with you that August 13, is International
Lefthanders Day. August is also considered
“Back to School” month, and as a parent of four
school-aged children, how can I not be excited
about that?!

Even as we travel through what is known as the
“dog days of summer,” we can be grateful for
the one constant in our life that never changes,
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Like we read
in the passage from Hebrews 10:23, we are
never disconnected from God – “that He who
has done a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).

These words remind me of one of my favorite
and most comforting hymns, “Great is Thy
Faithfulness.” Thomas Chisholm, who wrote the
text for this and many other hymns throughout
his 93 years, lived for a time in Winona Lake,
Indiana, just less than an hour from our
headquarters in Fort Wayne. He found
inspiration for this hymn from God’s Word in
Lamentations 3:22-23: “The steadfast love of the
Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.” Sounds very similar to the
passage in Hebrews 10:23.

Jeremiah, one of the great Old Testament
prophets, experienced very dark days when
writing Lamentations. The people to whom he
prophesied did not listen and even banished
him for carrying out God’s calling. He bleakly
prophesied the destruction of Israel to the
Babylonians. Yet even in the face of this utter
devastation, Jeremiah gives them hope. They
are not destroyed because of the Lord’s grace
and mercy, which is new every morning.

Comforting hymns like “Great is Thy
Faithfulness,” “Be Still My Soul,” and others
give us such great peace and encouragement
to live out our daily walk with the Lord. God is
sustaining you here and now through His
steadfast love, grace, and mercy. Hymns like
these as shared every week on Worship
Anew along with faithful preaching of God’s
Word that are the source of comfort for us in
trying times. Worship Anew is blessed to
come alongside you today, and if so blessed
by the Lord, will continue into the future until
the day our Savior returns or calls you home.
Thank you for your prayers and vital support
to sustain the ongoing mission of sharing
Christ’s love through this important media
ministry. 

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Great is Thy
Faithfulness

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 

Hebrews 10:23
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August August Moments of ComfortMoments of Comfort

Moments of Comfort is an online video ministry of 
Worship Anew, which speaks to the sufferings we face in

this life with the comforting message of God's Word.

Rev. James Elsner has served
Worship Anew as a speaker 
and contributor since 2008.

Moving into a new home is exciting. You're able to leave behind all the little things that bothered
you about your old dwelling place and start fresh. Blank walls are a canvas for your creativity.
Each room is an opportunity to create a space for comfort and warmth. How can we carry this
excitement, this feeling of new opportunities, through every day of our lives?  

Is your life like an old wall, dinged up and scraped from sin?  Are you ready to move?  

Jesus knows what you need.  He told His disciples what they needed.  They needed a new place.  
Let's read about it in John 14.

“Let not your hearts be troubled... In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”

In our August Moments of Comfort, we will explore what it means to have a temporary dwelling.
We will complete the statement, "Home is... ". You may have days where you wake up thinking, "I
don't like my home, but I don't know the way out." Jesus is The Way. May you live with this
comfort and be led by Him, each and every day.   

August 4 August 4 – Home is Essential – Matthew 7:25– Home is Essential – Matthew 7:25

August 11 – Home is Heavenly – 2 Corinthians 5:1August 11 – Home is Heavenly – 2 Corinthians 5:1

August 18 – Home is Safe – Psalm 27:5August 18 – Home is Safe – Psalm 27:5

August 25 – Home is Solid – Matthew 7:25August 25 – Home is Solid – Matthew 7:25



For many, home is not a safe place. It is where
their abuser resides and is the place where
abuse happens. As COVID-19 has many of us
restricted to our homes, women who are
victims of domestic abuse are more vulnerable
than ever. The temporary reprieves these
women normally have like going to work, Bible
study, or errands are no more. All the while,
the rising stresses of living in a COVID-19
world increase tensions in the home. And, as
many who work with abuse victims feared,
there has been a global rise in calls to
domestic abuse hotlines.

Yet, while the risks of abuse have increased,
the help available to victims has decreased.
The systems that would typically be in place to
help are not as easy to access now and
shelters are filled or not taking new residents.

These women are also finding themselves
isolated from their usual support systems.
Friends and family might fear exposure to the
coronavirus, so a mother who might typically
take refuge with her children at someone
else’s home is at a loss. And many women
cannot talk freely on the phone or text from
their homes because they might be monitored
by their abuser. This impacts counseling
relationships as well. With face-to-face
appointments prohibited, I touch base with
some women by phone but do not mention
abuse so as not to endanger them further. My
heart longs to support them and remind them
that God sees them, but I have to be thinking
about their safety first.

Sheltering in
Place When
Home Isn't Safe

Though these limitations are significant, there
are still ways we can help. For example:

   1. Be in prayer for women whose homes are   
not a safe place.

   2. Check-in regularly with those you know. 
 Since communication might be monitored,  
 be creative. Ask the woman to call you 
 the next time she is out for a walk or on 
 her way to the grocery store. Or simply 
 stick to safe subjects. Do not   
 underestimate the value of having a 
 conversation, sharing Scripture, and of 
 offering emotional support.

 

   3. Friends and church leaders can call the 
 Domestic Abuse Hotline (1-800-799-7233) 
 for a victim and see what resources or 
 education might be available.

 

   4. Churches might be able to place these 
       women/children in a hotel if area shelters 
       are full.

   5. Share this article so a victim might see it, 
       and learn ways to get help.

If you are a victim of domestic abuse and are
reading this, here are some things you can do:

   1. When a fight begins, move to the safest 
      room in the house, preferably one with two 
      exits. 

   2. During an argument, move away from—not 
       towards—your children. If possible, train 
       your children to find a safe room away 
       from the fight and instruct them how to call 
       911 if there is an emergency or if someone 
       gets hurt.

   3. Keep your cell phone charged and with 
       you. Store the numbers for the police 
       (usually 911) and the Domestic Abuse 
       Hotline (1-800-799-7233) so they are quick   
       to find and ready to use if you need them.



   4. Try to find time each day to be with the 
       Lord and care for yourself. Perhaps it’s a 
       longer shower, a walk (if possible), time to 
       read, or journal. What are the ways that 
       you can increase your spiritual fortitude in 
       this season? Look for ways to build in 
       exercise or a hobby 
       you enjoy. 

   5. If it’s safe to do so, 
       seek to connect 
       with other people via 
       phone, text, or email. 
       You might not be able 
       to speak about what 
       is happening in your 
       home if you fear being 
       monitored, but staying 
       connected to 
       supportive people can 
       be life-giving. 

There are times that I am 
tempted to despair for 
victims because, ultimately, 
I am powerless to stop the 
abuses perpetrated against them. I, too, must
return to Scripture to be reminded of God’s
protection and care:

 For he will hide me in his shelter

          in the day of trouble;

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;

          he will lift me high upon a rock. (Ps 27:5)

This, undoubtedly, is a day of trouble. And my
heart is heavy, but I am encouraged when I am
reminded that the Lord is the ultimate shelter
for these women. He promises his people
protection. Of course, this does not mean no
harm will come to them and this is a difficult 
                           tension for us to navigate.           
                           We rest in the Lord’s promise      
                           that we are all ultimately safe  
                           in him, but we also know that 
                           we are not always physically   
                           safe in this world. If anything,   
                           COVID-19 is making us all 
                           aware of that reality.
 

                          For this reality, we lament. But           
                          we also have reason to hope.    
                          The Lord invites us to ask him 
                          for help, and he promises to be  
                          our shelter, even when our 
                          homes are not safe. There is no 
                          shortage of promises in 
                          Scripture that show God’s care 
                          for the vulnerable. When I 
                          remember this, I am deeply
encouraged and inspired to help by being
God’s hands and feet. And it is my hope that as
Christ’s church, we will not forget the
vulnerable during this trying time, and will learn
how to safely minister to them.

Darby Strickland
Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation

It is my hope
that as
Christ's

church, we
will not

forget the
vulnerable
during this
trying time

This blog post is a publication of the Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation

(CCEF). For more information on classes, materials, speaking events, distance education 

and other services, please visit www.ccef.org.

Used with permission.  All content is protected by copyright and may not be reproduced in any manner without written permission from CCEF. 

http://www.ccef.org/
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August 1, 2021 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 145:10-21; Exodus 16:2-15; John 6:22-35
“Full Faith” - Sermon Text: John 6:22-35 - Rev. William Mueller 
In John 6 we read the amazing truth about Jesus: He is the Bread of Life! This
discussion comes the day after He had miraculously fed the 5,000. The crowd ate
until they were full. Now Jesus gets to the heart of the matter. He is the Bread of
Life so that we can have FULL FAITH in Him!

Year 2021  |  Series B

Have you lost your sense of wonder for this life? For eternal life? Jesus
accomplishes extraordinary things in seemingly ordinary ways. Indeed, for the
Christ-follower, It’s A Wonderful Life!

It is always a good time to rededicate ourselves – to serving the Lord. Because of
God’s gracious, saving activity in our lives we can indeed serve Him. Therefore we
will pledge ourselves with renewed fervor to His service. 

August 15, 2021 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
Psalm 34:12-22; Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; John 6:51-59
“Our Rededication Pledge” - Sermon Text: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
- Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 

Worship Anew in August

- Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

August 8, 2021 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 34:1-8; 1 Kings 19:1-8; John 6:35, 41-51
“It’s A Wonderful Life!” - Sermon Text: John 6:35, 41-51 

God’s Word doesn’t exist to help us cover up our sins with good works and holy
living. Its purpose is to expose our sins and break our hearts so that we can be built
into a new house; one that is not based on keeping the Law, but on Christ who kept
the Law for us so we can live with Him.

August 22, 2021 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 14; Isaiah 29:11-19; Mark 7:1-13
“Inspecting the House” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:6 - Rev. Thomas Eggold

It is not what goes into us that makes us unclean, but it is what goes into us that
makes us clean. Spiritual purity comes from outside of ourselves. It is found in the
undeserved kindness and mercy of God in the death of His only begotten Son
Jesus. Baptismal water poured on us; forgiving Words spoken into us; Christ’s
Body and Blood fed to us. Those are what make the unclean clean. God alone can
do it. God alone has done it.

August 29, 2021 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 51:2, 7, 10-12; Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Mark 7:14-23
“Hearts Made Clean” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:14-15 - Rev. Shayne Jonker



A Look Inside
HOPE-FULL

                                              
to subscribe today!

HopefullLiving.org
Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love

or call 1-800-779-0846

The image above is one of many works

by Sally Beck, a Hope-Full Living author.

She has given many of her works to

Visual Faith for use in their ministry.

Visual faith uses tools that benefit the

visual, kinesthetic, and tactile learner  

in order to enhance prayer and time in

God's Word. To learn more about Visual

Faith, go to visualfaithmin.org. 

LIVING
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Carl and Helen Mesing were faithful servants of the Lord and among the first financial
contributors to the ministry. In honor of their giving heart, the Mesing Legacy Society was
established to celebrate individuals and families who seek to share Christ’s love into the
future by supporting the ministry of Worship Anew with a gift from their estate plans,
including provisions in their wills, trusts, retirement plans, insurance policies, etc...

Carl and Helen Mesing

“What you are doing for me in my walk with Jesus is a wonderful and
strong support. What you did for my dad was even better.... It was the
strength he needed at a very difficult time in his life. For this reason,

I continue to support you in his honor." 

(Comment from a Worship Anew viewer)

Worship Anew is produced by Lutheran Ministries Media

Copyright © 2021 Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible.

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
 

Because the ministry sends mail at the nonprofit rate, seasonal mail is not forwarded. Therefore we
 ask that you please notify the ministry if you have a seasonal address in order to ensure important 

ministry news and information arrives at your home.
 

Leave a legacy ofLeave a legacy of

sharing Christ’s love!sharing Christ’s love!

5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825

Sharing Christ's love through ministry and media!

Phone (260) 471-5683  |  Call Toll-Free (888) 286-8002

WorshipAnew.LMM

Members receive a complimentary lifetime subscription to the
much loved daily devotional Hope-Full Living, our daily devotional
for living life to the fullest.

Please contact Worship Anew for more information about
becoming a member of the Mesing Legacy Society. 

You can e-mail Giving@WorshipAnew.org or call (888) 286-8002.


