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H

e was wrong! Back in 1963, Andy Williams,
for his first Christmas album sang the song, “It’s
the Most Wonderful Time of the Year.” Christmas
is special for the miracle of Jesus’ birth, and even
though the secular world loves to live-up the
commercial aspects of buying gifts, for us
Christians, Christmas takes a back seat. There is no
time in the church year that compares to Easter. Of
course, it’s not about the Easter bunny, dyeing
Easter eggs, or going on an Easter egg hunt. It is
truly the resurrection of Jesus Christ that is at the
center of the Gospel and our identity as believers.
Traditions can help us explain our faith to little
ones around our home and church community.
And, frankly, they can be just a plain, fun way to
enjoy this most celebrated of festivals. For
instance, have you thought about sending Easter
cards? What a great way to share in the good news
of Christ’s resurrection with those you care most
about!

Thankfully, this has become easier as they’ve
gotten older, plus we pack a brush so Kelli can
make a quick dart to the women’s restroom to fix
their hair.

A favorite Easter tradition in our family is
attending the sunrise Easter service. In our home,
getting ready at that time on Easter morning is
somewhat of a spectacle because my wife, Kelli,
must leave early to sing in the church choir. This
means every year, I’m responsible for making sure
our four kids, including our three daughters, are
ready in their Easter attire. Don’t get me wrong,
she makes sure the night before that everything is
in place and planned out to ensure this is a success.

For Easter morning, I love how our home church
adorns the cross at the front of the sanctuary with
Easter lilies, we sing those beautiful Easter hymns,
and the choir and brass band seem to sing and play
just a little louder. I’m moved once again as I hear
in God’s Word about the women going to the
tomb, the angel speaking to them, the stone being
rolled away, Jesus’ body missing, learning He is
risen, and finally them running to tell the others
the Good News!

The Leighty Family

At Easter time, Kelli likes to help our kids with
making Resurrection Rolls. Each ingredient has
symbolism with the Easter account. The
marshmallow represents Jesus. The butter and
cinnamon are the oils and spices used to anoint
Jesus’ body. And the crescent roll dough encasing
the marshmallow represents Jesus being
wrapped in his burial clothes.
Resurrection Eggs also explain the resurrection
story in an interactive way by using twelve
numbered, colorful, plastic eggs. Each egg
contains a small object that tells a part of the
story of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection
with items such as a donkey, money, and sword.
For each of the twelve days leading up to Easter,
we will then hide an egg in our home. One child
finds the egg, and then we gather everyone
around to hear that part of the Easter account.
Do you have a special Easter tradition? Do you
have a special story of telling others about
Christ’s resurrection? If so, I look forward to
hearing from you!

Worship Anew joins with millions of Christians on
Easter Sunday to celebrate in amazement the
resurrection of our Lord and Savior. Through
Jesus, death is defeated, and we all share in the gift
of the resurrection.
We are grateful that you come alongside the work
of this ministry in sharing the message of Christ
crucified and resurrected. The Easter message is
not just the most wonderful time of the year, it is
the most wonderful and vital message of all time!
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!!

Matthew F. Leighty
Executive Director

by Rev. Richard Koehneke

And when it was evening, Jesus came with the
twelve. And as they were reclining at table and
eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you
will betray me, one who is eating with me.”
They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one
after another, “Is it I?” (Mark 14:17-19).

“Is it I?” Am I the one whose disobedience and
rebellion against God placed me under the
righteous judgment of God? Is it I who made
myself my god, who declared myself to be the
center of my universe, falling down in
adoration and devotion before the pathetic
idol god called “Me”? Am I the one who
wanted to live by emotion and appetite rather
than the wisdom of God in His Word? Yes, I
am the one.

Is it I to whom Jesus says, “Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest”? Am I the one to whom he says,
“I give you peace; do not let your heart be
troubled”? Is it I to whom Jesus says, “I am
the vine, you are the branches; if you remain
in me, and I remain in you, you will bear
much fruit”? Am I the one to whom he says,
“As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you”? Yes, it is I.

Is it I who deserved to spend eternity in hell,
forever repeating, “My will be done”?Is it I
whose sins brought wrenching pain and
sadness to the heart of my heavenly Father?
Am I the one who was dead in trespasses and
sins, wandering, aimlessly lost, without hope,
even though I did not realize it? Yes, it is I.

Am I the one? Is it I? Could it possibly,
miraculously be that I am the one Jesus has in
mind when he says, “This is my body, given
for you; this is my blood, shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins”? Am I the one to whom he
says, “Be of good cheer, your sins are
forgiven”? Is it I to whom he says, “Continue
in my word, and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free”? Am I the one to
whom Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for
you, and I will come again and take you to be
with me where I am”? Yes, I am the one.

Am I the one? Am I the one God refused to
abandon? Is it I whose disobedience could
not destroy the Father’s love? Am I the
one God loved from eternity and
longed to save for eternity?
Is it I for whom God sent his Son into the
world to live a sinless life and die a horrifying
death, to pay the penalty for my sins? Am I
the one Jesus had in mind when he said, “I
have come to seek and to save the lost”?
Yes, I am the one.

Will you say these words in your heart?
“Yes, it is I. Yes, I am the one.”

Rev. Richard Koehneke retired as senior
pastor of Holy Cross, Fort Wayne in 2009.
He served as one of the five regular
preachers on "Worship for Shut-Ins".
He and his wife Mary joined St. Peter's,
Fort Wayne in 2010.

T

his week I have been living in an
after- glow of Easter. Last week our
Worship services led us on a journey of
extreme highs and lows. Holy week
started with celebrating the joys of
Palm Sunday with the foreshadowing of
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. We
were waving palms that Sunday and on
Thursday were trying to wash away the
stain of our sin followed by celebrating
Jesus’ last supper. The moving act of
the stripping of the altar gave us the
opportunity to ponder about sin and
death. The altar was bare and even so,
we lay bare in the wages of our
sin.There is nowhere to hide when we
are confronted by the consequences of
turning from God.
We came back on Good Friday to find
we have a champion in Jesus Christ.
Though our sin gives us a death
sentence, we find that our God loves us
so much that he sent a scapegoat to
take our punishment for us. Good
Friday took us through the last hours of
Christ’s life as the seven candles on the
Good Friday cross were
extinguished.The seven candles were
put out, but the Christ candle remained
aglow. Our hearts were saddened as we
watched the candle leave the sanctuary,
as we hoped for its return.Our hearts
were heavy as the light reentered. We
realized Christ’s suffering and death
was for us.

The slamming of the book represented
the closing of the tomb and the
fulfillment of Jesus’ sacrifice.
Saturday was a service of waiting and
hope. We were promised that through
Christ’s suffering and death, new and
eternal life would be ours. This is not
just idle hope. This is a promise from
the Creator.
Easter Sunday comes and we are about
to burst with happiness. We raise the
Alleluia banner and follow the cross as
it enters in a triumphal celebration and
fulfillment of God’s promise. “He is
Risen” we shout and answer with “He is
Risen indeed, alleluia.” As Pastor
informs us, this hope in eternal life is
not something we think might happen.
This is a certain hope that we too have
eternal life with God. God’s grace to us
was revealed in Jesus.Our faith and
trust in Him give us the knowledge that
we will be with our Triune God forever.
“He is Risen!” is our daily cry.
This is the after-glow we now live in.
Evil is still in the world and sometimes
it grabs hold of us and causes us to
stray. But, we as repentant people are a
forgiven people. We must never lose
sight of the fact that we are God’s
children, and our father wants us to be
with Him forever.
I am wishing you the joy of our risen
Lord.

I’ll be honest: A bit of my logic for joining the ALOA
(Adult Lutherans Organized for Action) Board was
driven by selfishness. I wanted to learn how to grow
old gracefully from people who embrace aging.
Oh, I was willing to serve. I’ve always tried to go
through the doors God opens. But I wondered how
I, as an early childhood educator, could contribute
to an organization that fostered ministry to older
adults.
Yet, eight years later, God has transformed my
sinful, selfish nature and those uncertainties into
showers of blessings.
A long parade of incredibly competent older adults
continue to model characteristics that demonstrate
how to thrive, not just survive the aging process. As
board president, Shirley Carpenter exuded high
energy leadership that continues to fuel older adult
ministry in New Jersey. Rev. Ken Holdorf turned his
woodworking skills into funding to launch ALOA’s
video projects. Current member Deaconess Penny
Cedel sets a dynamic pace to achieve ministry goals.
And the list could continue.
Here are essential qualities these faithful servants of
God continue to model for me:
1. Have a reason to get up in the morning. Whether
it’s caring for a cat or serving on the church altar
guild, intentionally use the time God gives. Today is
a gift to use.

2. Connect. During the pandemic, we were
reminded that aging can be a lonely, isolating
experience. Whether you Zoom a Bible class,
Facetime a grandson, or tweet about a sale at the
local grocery store, reach out to others.
3. Celebrate God at work. Look for signs of God at
work to see how busy He is! Joy will overflow to fuel
new energy for life.
4. Continue learning. Engage your brain. Finish a
puzzle. Research staycation or vacation locations.
Play a video game.
5. Strengthen your spiritual core. Grow your
relationship with Jesus. Read a devotion. Write a
prayer each morning. Keep a daily blessings log.
For more inspiration and to learn about ALOA's
work and mission, go to aloaserves.org.

Moments of Comfort is a weekly video devotional of
Worship Anew which ministers to the hurting and
suffering we face in this life with the comforting
message of God's Word. Our April series explores
hope in hard times.
Our speaker for April is Deaconess Kim Trombley
who is the executive director of The Shepherd's Hand
Community Outreach Center in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. We thank God for Kim and for her work in
sharing the love of Jesus through Word and deed to
those in need.

To watch our April series, go to
WorshipAnew.org/MOC. There you can watch all of
our previous Moments of Comfort videos or
subscribe to our weekly e-blast to receive a video link
each week delivered to your inbox.

APRIL SCHEDULE
4/6/22

Hope in Brokenness

Ephesians 2:8-9

4/13/22

Hope Found in Love

John 11:25-26

4/20/22

Hope Especially in Dark Times

John 20:11-16

4/27/22

Sharing Our Hope in Christ

John 11:25-26

WorshipAnew.org/MOC

Worship Anew in April

Year 2022 | Series C

April 3, 2022 – Fifth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 126; Isaiah 43:16-21; Luke 20:9-20
“Cornerstone of Salvation” - Sermon Text: Luke 20:17b
Rev. Shayne Jonker
“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” The Messiah of Israel,
Jesus, is a rejected Messiah. One the architects and builders of Israel thought unfit to be
the cornerstone, but God sizes up the angles differently. This Jesus, born of the Virgin,
crucified and risen, reigning at the right hand of God, the One who baptizes you and
forgives you and feeds you is the rejected Rock of Israel and the Cornerstone of your
salvation.

April 10, 2022 – Sunday of the Passion
Psalm 118:19-29; Philippians 2:5-11; John 12:20-43
“A Troubled Soul” - Sermon Text: John 12:20-43
Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Jesus faced a horrific death on Calvary’s cross. In anticipation of this tortuous, world
changing event, Jesus said, “Now is my soul troubled.” This troubled soul conquers His
fear and fulfills His purpose, the salvation of all.

April 17, 2022 – Easter Sunday
Psalm 16; Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 24:1-12
“Created New from Empty” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 65:17-25
Rev. William Mueller
Easter Sunday – what a day to celebrate! Jesus is risen from the dead! Jesus lives, no
more to die! But Easter is far, far more than just a day to celebrate. It is a movement and
activity of God to be lived every day!We discover more about this in the prophecy of
Isaiah. Through Jesus Christ and His resurrection we have something new from
something empty!

April 24, 2022 – Second Sunday of Easter
Psalm 148; Revelation 1:4-18; John 20:19-31
“Jesus Enters Locked Doors” - Sermon Text: John 20:19, 36
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What are the “locked doors” of your life – a chronic physical ailment, a broken
relationship, a dead-end job, or whatever else seemingly holds you captive?The One
who burst the bonds of death, the One who holds the keys of Death and Hades, the One
who came to the disciples through locked doors – by His liberating death and
resurrection, as the firstborn of the dead, He enters and opens our sin-imposed, selfinflicted prisons, granting to us belief, peace, and a life that continues into eternity.
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HOPE-FULL

A Look Inside

LIVING

Share Hope-Full Living with someone you love
HopefullLiving.org or call 1-800-779-0846

SHARING CHRIST'S LOVE
What happens when you give a gift to Worship Anew? We give that gift to others
by sharing the most beautiful gift ever given - the love of Christ.

This is an all-encompassing love.
For God so loved the WORLD, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life
(John 3:16).
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth (1 Timothy 2:3-4).

This is a sacrificial love, given freely.
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters (1 John 3:16).
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up
again.This charge I have received from my father (John 10:18).

This is a saving love.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him
(John 3:17).
But God being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive in together in Christ - by grace you have been saved... (Ephesians 2:4-5).
But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).

This is a love we must share.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7).
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By
this all people will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:34-35).
To learn more about the ministry of Worship Anew and how you can help us share Christ's love, please contact Gina Teeple,
Director of Development and Ministry Relations at (888) 286-8002 ext 105, or gina@worshipanew.org.
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to live a full and abundant life in Jesus Christ.
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